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SOCIET Y of Mirisrzss - 
aud GENTLEMEN, before 
whom the Subflance of this 
Diſcourſe was delivered. 


2 and Honoured Brethren, 
E favourable reception this 
W diſcourſe met with from the 
N pulpit, has, I own, afforded 
| me no ſmall ſatisfaction. But, as 1 
had then no deſign that it ſhould go 
any farther than the place where it was 
> firſt delivered; fo, I have many wit- 
| neſſes among you, that it was witlr 
great reluQance, I was prevailed with 
to conſent to this publication. It is, 
indeed, in obedience to the dictates of 
conſcience, that I have, in this caſe, 
ſubmitted to the opinion of my friends, 
7 A 2. at 
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at a time, when we are all called upon 
to do what we can, for the preſervation 

of that faith which was once delivered to 
the ſaints, but is now almoſt every 


where, ſpoken againſi; and that I might 
not neglect any providential call to at- 
tempt that my ſelf, according to my 
meaſure, which I have ſo earneſt- 
ly recommended to others. And, 
therefore, I humbly hope, that, what- 
ever treatment the following pages may 
meet with from other men, they will, 
notwithſtanding the many imper- 
fections you will find in them, be 
received with candour by you. 


Tus Sed 1 themſelves have 
been uſed in our times with ſo much 
indecency, that it is no wonder if any 
vindication of the doctrines they con- 
tain be derided by men of profane 


minds. Nor ſhould this treatment de- 


ter any of thoſe, who are /e for the 


de lefence of the goſpel, from making pro- 


per remonſtrances againſt every attempt 
to corrupt it. And when theſe at- 


* 
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tempts are deſperate, when the very 


foundations of religion are attacked, it 


is natural for the friends of it to 7575 | 
cover ſome emotion. If, therefore, the 
gentlemen who are ſo remarkable for 
recommending the grace of charity 


to others, would but condeſcend to 


exerciſe a little of it themſelves, they 
would very eaſily excuſe my uſing 
ſome degree of earneſtneſs upon this 


occaſion ; fince, the principles for 


which I plead, are thoſe on which my 
own faith and hope are built; and 


ſuch, as I firmly believe to be of that 


importance, that piety and virtue will 
never prevail among us, till they re- 
gain their intereſt in the minds of men. 


Taz amazing progreſs which in- 
fidelity is daily making, cannot but 


deeply affect the heart of every ſerious 


perſon: nor is it difficult to trace the 
ſteps by which this dreadful apoſtacy ſo 
ſwiftly advances, and by whoſe aſſiſt- 


ance it has been chiefly promoted. I 
ſhall only obſerve, that the deiſts would 
never have laboured the ſubverſion of 


» 
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chriſtianity, as they have done, had the | 


deſign of it been no more than, barely, 
to * the- morals of mankind. But 
the account it gives of the trinity of 
perſons in the undivided eſſence of God, 
is a deep myſtery, and not to be ſcann'd 
by human reaſt u the repreſentation it 
ſets before them of the ſinfulneſs and 
miſery into which humane nature is 
ſunk by the fall, Hains the pride of their 
glory: ſalvation by the blood and 
| righteouſneſs of the incarnate Son of 
. God, 7s 0 them foolifhneſs : and the 
4H work of the Spirit, in changing, 
| and ſanctifying the hearts of men, to- 
f gether with the faith, and holineſs, 
which, they evidently ſee the goſpel 
requires, are doctrines ſo diſagreeable 
to fleſh and blood, that they can by no 
means receive them: and therefore, 
they reject revelation it ſelf, notwith- 
ſtanding all the evidence that ſupports 
it. This has always been the caſe; and 
it were tobe wiſhed, that theſe unhappy 
men might ſee their danger before it be 
| __ too late; But, my; it muſt be a moſt 
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weak and baſe expedient to attempt to 
bring them back ro chriſtianity, at the 


expenoe of the fundamental articles of 


it; and by reducing the goſpel of Chriſt 
ſeſus only toa few lectures on morality. 


This, you know, has been the modern 
way. And what has the ſucceſs of it been? 


If indeed, by this method, infidels were 
convinced and reclaimed, the wavering 
were eſtabliſhed, and the hearts and lives 
of men were made better, theſe faſhiona- 
ble teachers would have ſomewhat to 
ſay. But, inſtead of this, we daily ſee, that, 
when many of their followers come to 
be perſwaded that there is no more in 
chriſtianity, than a refinement upon 


the morality of the heathens, they 
think it hardly worth oreferving; and 


ſo declare for infidelity : we fee alfo 


that practical iniquity keeps pace with | 


theſe corruptions : and infidels them- 
ſelves, inſtead of being convinced by 


ſuch abſurd reaſon ings, or won over 


by ſuch mean and ſcandalous conceſ- 


| ſions, ſmile at the folly of thoſe that | 


offer them; and wonder that they 


ſhould be fond of the name of chri- 
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TES E . the bleſſed effects of our 
new divinity. And, though many ho- 
neſt and good men could hardly be 
prevailed upon, ſome time ago, to be- 
lieve, that thoſe who began the popu- 

lar cry againſt ſchemes in religion, in- 
i tended to ſtrike at the ſyſtem of doc- 
a1 trine contained in the ſcriptures ; that 
they expos'd all creeds, and confeſſi- 
ons of faith, in order to run down the 
faith itſelf; or, that they ridiculed ca- 
techiſms 1 an intention to prevent 
| the riſing generation from being ac- 
0 quainted, if poſſible, with the doc- 
1 trines of the goſpel ; yet time I think 2 
has put all this out of queſtion. = =» 
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188 Tu conſideration of theſe things 

affords a very melancholy proſpect to 
all the true friends of religion: and 
nothing could ſupport their hopes, in 
ſiuch a day as this, were they not aſſu- 
Il red, from paſt experience, - that the 
| | goſpel 


—_—— 


eternal truth has ſecured its continuance 
to the end of time. But ſtill, we are to 


conſider, that this may be made good in 


other parts of the world, tho', as a juſt pu- 


niſhment for our abuſe of the light we 
have enjoyed, the goſpel ſhould be re- 
moved from our ungrateful land; and 
dur poſterity become as blind ind bar- 
barous, as our wretched anceſtors were, 
before they received it. The great and 


general decay of vital and experimen- 


tal godlineſs, which good men obſerve 


in others, and feel in their own hearts, 


is a moſt threatening ſymptom of the 


? i of ſuch a dreadful difj penſation. 


AND you will permit me therefore, 


4 my honoured, and worthy Brethren, to 
> take this freſh opportunity to put you 
in mind, of the neceſſity we are all 

under, of laying our ſelves at the feet 
of divine mercy with great humilia- 


a . 


DEDICATION is 
] goſpel of ſalvation, with every dodring 
it contains, has withſtood all ſorts of 
q oppoſition ; and that the promiſe of 


| 
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p Draa 
toon, from a ſenſe of the ſhare we 
| have had in the common defect ion. 
iid And then we may, and ought to 
Il encourage our ſelves in the wiſdom, 


| 
| 
| power, and grace of that ſpirit, by 


[ whoſe influence the goſpel was firſt 1 

planted in theſe nations, who only 
can make it effectual on the hearts of _ 
men, and who never will utterly leave 
us, while we continue our depen- 2 


ll 
l : dance upon him. 
| 
| 


1 Ir is a promiſing eircumſtance, in 
the midſt of all our fears, and ſorrows, 
that there are ſome yet leſt among us, 
=_ . who have any proper ſenſe of the com- 
if mon danger; and, in any meaſure, ſtir 
up themſelves, and one another, to 
1 wreſtle with a departing God, if, per- 
= adyenture, they may yet prevail with | 
1 him to ſtay and bleſs us. It gives ſome 
i relief to Apr whoſe hearts tremble © 
: for the ark of the Lord, that there are 
3M any endeavours uſed, in one place and 
= decker to tranſmit the e to our 
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we have received i IK. 


1 1 I nets congratulate you on 
I the ſucceſs which has thus far attended 


the good deſign in which you are enga- 
ged. This, I am fully perſwaded, is 


an honeſt, and neceſſary attempt, in 


order to preſerve thoſe important doc- 


trines, which are moſt violently op- 
poſed by ſome, baſely betrayed by 


others, and by the moſt greatly neg- 
lected; and, yet, doctrines which if 


they die, chriſtianity muſt die with 
them. Vou have experimentally learned 
to eſteem reproach for the ſake of 
Chriſt as no real diſgrace: and if you 


will be faithful and active in ſuch an 


| ; undertaking as this, you muſt be pre- 
pared to meet with more of ſuch ſort 


of treatment. 


M. ay the good work go on, and 
proſper: may your fervent, and uni- 
ted e to rn be graciouſſy | 

hear d 
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poſterity in the ſame purity, in "which 
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thoſe who love Chriſt Jeſus, and 


rage, from the good ground you have 
graceof God, more than anſwer all your 


1 of the goſpel of that 


exemplary behaviour. Theſe, are the 


DEDICATION. 


5 d and anſwered: may many of 


have felt the power of his goſpel, 
find their hearts engaged to join 
with you, and ſtrengthen your hands 
in fo uſeful a fervice to the pub- * 
lick: may the religious, and hope- , © 
ful youth, whoſe ſtudies you encou- 


to believe that they have received the 


expectation, in their future ſucceſsful 


And may we all, by the di- 
vine 1 po be enabled to recommend 
every attempt in which we engage to 
revive primitive purity, by our own 


ſincere, and ardent wiſhes of, 
GENTLEMEN, 
Your affeftionate Brother, 


and bumble Servant, 


Joſeph Stennett. 


PHILIPPIANS 1 7 


— CStriving together for the faith | | 
of the Ebel 


8 E apoſtle Paul was, it 
ſeems, under very great and 
complicated afflictions when 
he wrote this epiſtle : he 
was cruelly perſecuted for 
; the cauſe of Chriſt, and, at 
5 this time, a priſoner at Rome 
1 for his ſake. And, altho in the midſt of all his 


? | ſorrows, he comforts himſelf with this re- 
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france of the FP fo that his Fonds in 
; | Grip were manifeſt in all the palace, and 
zn all other places ; and many of the brethren 
in the Lord, waxing confident thereby, were 
= much more bold to ſpeak the word without 
Fear a; yet Satan had taken advantage of his 
1 confinement; and the information he had re- 
e . . 

„„ ceived 


* The Chriſtian Strife 
' ceived of the ſad declenſion of vital religion, 
] and the ſpreading of falſe doctrine in the 
churches of Chriſt, added great affliction to 
his Bonds. As the foundation of the church 
at Philippi was laid by his miniſtry, he moſt 
affectionately addrefles his pious complaints 
and apoſtolical advice to them, on this occa- 
ſion. They ſeem, indeed, to have been 
\F! kept more pure than many of their neigh- 
1 bours; and the apoſtle could thank God upoenn 
[ every remembrance of them, and make his 
i requeſt to the throne for them with joy, on 
account of their fellowſhip in the goſpel from 
the firſt day until nowÞ. But, however, they 
were ſurrounded with temptations, and had 
ſome evident ſymptoms of the common de- 
fection among themſelves; indifference to 
the things of God too generally prevailed, 
while many ſought their own things©, and * 
. ſome wala, of whom, ſays he, I have told 
you often, and now tell you even weeping, 
that they are the enemies of the croſs of Chriſt : 
whoſe end is deſtruction, whoſe God is their 
Belly, and whoſe glory is in their ſhame, who 
 mindearthly things d F oreſccing, therefore, 
the dangers to which they would be expos'd 
from corrupt principles and a carnal ſpirit 
which had crept into the church, and the 
- perſecution they were to expect from with- _ 
out; he puts them in mind that, as they 
had embrac'd the goſpel early, and had thus 
far faithfully adhered to it, it would be a moſt 
Þ Phil, i. 3. 4» 5. © Chap. ii. 4. © Chap. iii. 18, 19. 
| unworthy 
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unworthy thing for them, now, to ſuffer 
themſelves to be led away from the truth by 
falſe teachers, to indulge a neglect of the 
power of godlineſs; in compliance with the 
example of too many profeſſors; or to be- 
tray ſo valuable a cauſe, through cowardice, 


in a day of perſecution. But above all, herein! 


was his confidence, that the good work wrought 
in them was genuine; and that he who had 


begun it would perform it until the day of 


Chriſt. He exhorts them therefore to be 
in nothing terrified by their adverſaries : for 
unto you, ſays he, it is given in the behalf of 
Chriſt, not only to believe on him, but alſo to 
ſuffer for his ſake f. As to himſelf, for whoſe 
deliverance and fafety he knew they were 
ſolicitouſly concern'd, he ſignifies, that if he 
might have his own choice, he had rather 
depart and be with Chriſt, which would be far 
better g for him; but he finds ſuch an happy 
exchange was not, at preſent, conſiſtent with 
the ſervice in which he was engaged for all 
the churches, and that he muſt yet live for 
the furtherance of their faith at Philippt : 


; and ſo he truſts he ſhou'd have the opportu- 
* nity of ſeeing them again, which, he con- 


cludes, would be to their mutual and abund- 
ant joy in Chriſt Feſus b. But however pro- 
vidence ſhou'd diſpoſe of things; whether he 
ſhould have the pleaſure of viſiting them per- 
ſonally, or only converſing with them by 
letter, and hearing of their affairs at a di- 


«Phil, i. 6. * Ver. 28, 29. © Ver, 23. b Ver. 25, 26. 
* 2 | ſtance, 
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The Chriſtian Strife 
ſtance, he moſt earneſtly preſſes them to a 
| diligent and faithful diſcharge of the duties 
mentioned in the text. Only, ſays he, let 
your converſation be as it becometh the goſpel 
of Chriſt : that whether I come and ſee you, 
or elſe be abſent, I may hear of your affairs, 
that ye ſtand faſt in one ſpirit with one mind, 
ſtriving together for the faith of the goſpel. 


Tus ſhort exhortation contains the ſum 


of our holy religion; which conſiſts in firm- 
Iy believing and diligently maintaining the 


doctrine of chriſtianity, and adorning that 


doctrine with a converſation that . 


it. And therefore ſome underſtand the par- 


ticle only, with which the words are introdu- 


ced, as intended to intimate that herein alone 


conſiſts the whole of chriſtianity : or, how- 
ever, that theſe are the moſt material and im- 
portant things contain'd in it: that we ma 

be ſtrangers to a thouſand valuable things of 
a natural and civil kind, and yet be ſafe and 
happy ; but without faith and holineſs, all 


our profeſſion of religion is vain, and we are 


unddonèe for ever: nay, that we may be mi- 


_ {taken in things of a leſſer, and more cir- 
cumſtantial nature in religion it ſelf, and yet 


be chriſtians indeed, and our ſtate be ſecure; 
but that it is of the laſt i importance, and 2 | 
ever we neglect, we muſt take care of this, 


that we ſtedfaſtly maintain the faith, and a- 
dorn it with an holy behaviour. Or rather, 
perhaps, this particle may refer to what the 

* had ſaid juſt befor . e his 


ope 
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hope of ſeeing the Philippians once more in 
the fleſh. And then it will be, as if he had 
ſaid, I hope to have a perſonal interview 

« with you ſhortly, when I ſhall more largely 
open my mind to you; and ſo, for the pre- 

« ſent, I ſhall ozly recommend theſe things 
<« to your obſervation. Or, though I hope for 
« ſuch an opportunity, and I know it will 
«© be very pleaſing to my friends, and the 
c friends of Chriſt, at Philippi; yet this is a 
«« matter uncertain, and if providence ſhould 
e not favour us with the pleaſure of an inter- 
et view, yet be not anxious on this account, 
nor on account of any thing that may befal 
me, leave that and all other events to God; 

only take care of theſe things, that you 

hold faſt that goſpel which I have planted 

c among you, and let your holy converſa- 

tion recomgggnd it. Let your conver ſa- 

ce tion be as becometh the goſpel, let your con- 
« duct and behaviour, the whole courſe of - 
c your lives be agreeable with your profeſſion 
<« and the chriſtian inſtitution.” The origi- 
nal word render'd here by converſing is very 
emphatical, and taken from the character of 
the ſaints as citizens. The ſame word is uſed - 
ch. iii. 20, of this epiſtle. For our conver- 
ſation is in heaven, from whence alſo we loo 
for the Saviour, the Lord Feſus Chriſt. So 
it is, as if he had ſaid, you are free deni- 
% zens of the heavenly Feruſalem; ſee, 
<< therefore, that you remember the dignity 
5 | 1 eures. . 
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6 The Chriſtian Strife 
cc of your character, that your behaviour be 
« continually regulated by the Laws of this 
excellent conſtitution, and the eſtabliſh'd. 
e cuſtoms of this well order'd city; evenas he- 
„ cometh,or is worthy of the goſpel of Chriit”, 
as the wordk might be ſtrictly render'd. 
« Walk worthy of that goſpel which is the re- 
« yelation of God, his kind meſſage of peace 
te and reconciliation to the children of men; 
« which ſo much ſurpaſſes the light of na- 
e ture, and excels the legal diſpenſation ; 
ce thatgoſpel,which has Chriſt for its founder, | 
“ and was planted by the operation of the . 
« Holy Ghoſt : let its holy and gracious 
e author, its pure nature, its bleſſed end and 
« deſign, the powerful aids it propoſes, the 
“Spirit, the word and the ordinances, together 
i « with all the eminent examples it ſets be- 
b « fore you, let all its preſent privileges, and 
| the glorious reward it promiſes hereafter, 
« animate you to walk worthy the faith 
<« and hope of ſuch a diſpenſation”. That 
l whether I come and ſee you, or elſe be 
. abſent, I may hear of your affairs. q. d. This 
If e js your duty, whether I be preſent or ab- 
« ſent; and it would be my great Joy to ſee 
„ you behave in a manner thus agreeable to 
* your profeſſion : but if I am denied that 
d pleaſure, it will be however no ſmall com- 
6 fort to me, in my diſtance from you, to 
« hear that you ſtand faſt, that you fix your 
« feet to the ground with firmneſs as wreſt- 


* les. | 


lers 


'S 


lers and other combatants are wont to do, 


ce when they {trive, that ye fland faſt in d 


«© Spirit”, Some think the apoſtle here re- 
commends an unanimous dependance on the 
aids of the Holy Ghoſt: others imagine that he 
exhorts them all to preſerve ſpiritual life and vi- 


gour in their profeſſion, and to breath the ſame 
holy fervour in divine things! : and others, 


again, underſtand this expreſſion as relating 


to concord in all their religious proceedings; 


and that they would endeavour to keep the 
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unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace m. Un- 


to — 5 he adds harmony of judgment too. 
e Stand faſt, ſays he, in one ſpirit and one mind. 
« As there is butone faith n and as truth is uni- 
« form, ſo mind the ſame thing o. Or, if you 


will unite theſe ſeveral ſenſes, it is as if the 


8 had ſaid, “as you are all the wor- 
« manſhip? of one and the fame Spirit, ſo 


« continually depend on his influences, and 


« all of you walk in the fellowſhip of that 
« Spirit d; being united by one and the ſame 


* ſpiritual principle, and having one hope of 
© your calling, ſo may you be perfettly join d 


e in the ſame mind, and in the ſame 
© judgment *, and being agreed i in the main 


"00 hs, as to matters of lefler importance, 


« where this cannot poſlibly be obtain'd, let 
«© mutual tenderneſs and forbearance be exerci- 


1 Rom. xii. 11. o Phil. iii. 6 
1 Cor. iv. 21. o Fph, ii. 10. 
m 2 Cor. Xlll. 11. 4 Phil. ii. 1. | 


SE „ r 1 Cor. i. 10. 


2 « ſed. 


union and harmony in action, 


together for the faith of the goſpel. That 


they wou'd maintain the ſpiritual warfare 
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ſed. And thus may you all be ſo influenced | 
by the true Spirit of religion, ſo filled with 
© love to God and love to one anothers; 
« that, as ye are members of one myſtical 
ce body, ye may behave as if ye were all 


* animated by one ſoul too”. To this har- 


mony in judgment, zeal, and affection, the 
apoſtle ſubjoins in the words of the text, 
— ſtrivin 


with all the courage and bravery that be- 


came the cauſe in which they were engag'd, 
and the captain under whoſe banners they 


fought ; that they would exert their utmoſt 
Rath: in the conflict, or, as 7ude expreſlesit, 
contend earneſtly for the faith which was once 


deliver'd to the ſaints*, And the apoſtle Paul 


was certainly well qualified to recommend a 
becoming reſolution on this occaſion; and 
might with a very good grace awaken this 


glorious ardor in the breaſts of other chriſti- 
ans, ſince he was continually ſetting before 


them ſuch a brave example, in his own be- 


haviour. He had fought the good fight in 


which he wou'd have them engage, he had 


| kept that faith which he wou'd have them 
ſtrive to preſerve, and he lived in the be- 
lieving expectation of a glorious reward 
which, if they were faithful, he could aſ- 
ſure them would be their portion as well as 


his u. And thus, in the words of the text, 
Rom. xii. 16. * Jude iii. » 2 Tim. iv. 7. 
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he wou'd have the Ph lippians follow his ex- 


ample in their courage and conſtancy; and 


not only ſo, but, that their ſtrife might be 
the more cet l he wou'd have them 


unite their forces firmly together. This ad- 
vice is neceſſary to chriſtians in all generati- 


ons, as well, as it was to thoſe in the apoſto- 


lic times; and ſurely will be thought fo to 
us, in a day of ſo much oppoſition and a 
ſtacy, as that in which we live. I ſhall 


therefore, 


I. Exqu. IRE what it is, according to che 


apoſtle, for which we are to contend. 


II. Wyo are, in the ſenſe of the text, in- 


vited into this conteſt, 
III. WI TH whom they are to ſtrive. 


IV. How, or, in what manner, the con- 
tention ſhould be carried on. — 


V. IsHALL take notice of ſome l 
difficulties, which will attend it. And, 


5 LAST LV, I ſhall ſet before you ſome of 
thoſe motives which, even in theſe bad 


times, may encourage our faithfulneſs, and 
reſolution, i in this important conflict. 


1. I am to enquire what its according 
to the 3 on which. we are to contend. 


— ou 
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Ou holy religion commends diligence in 
buſineſs, and an honeſt induſtry in endea- 
vouring to encreaſe our worldly ſubſtance ; 
it allows it to be a laudable ambition, for us 
to deſire ſome good degree of intereſt in the 
regard of our fellow creatures; for, à good 
name is better than precious ointment : but 
theſe, are not the things, for which we are 
called, in this place, to ſtrive. Truth alſo, 
of every kind, is always worth maintaining; 
but our apoſtle doth not deſign, by this ad- 
vice, to excite us only to a contention for 
that which is to be diſcover'd by the light of 
nature: much leſs doth he at all intend, to 
engage our regard to ſuch doctrines and in- 
ſtitutions in religion, as are propos'd to our 
belief and practice by meer human authority. 
And though the outward forms, and more 
circumſtantial things in religion, which have 
the divine ſanction to recommend them, are 
to be carefully maintain'd ; yet the apoſtle 
doth not put us upon ſtriving only for theſe; 
or for ſpeculative truths of leſſer importance: 
nor does he mean, that all our zeal ſhould be 
employed the defence of ſome truths of 
greater conſequence, while others are neg- 
lefted ; no, nor for all truth, only in ſpe- 
culation. But he recommends it, as of the 
laſt conſequence to religion, and the good of 
our own ſouls, that we ſhould frive together | 
for the faith, for all the faith of the everlaſt- 
ing goſpel, A noble ſubjet! a moſt inva- 


— vil, 1. | 
by „„ — Es luable 
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luable treaſure, indeed ! and well worthy our 
ſtricteſt attention, and the exertion of all our 
capacities to preſerve and defend ! And then, 

1. WrTHOUT all doubt, the apoſtle means 
by this direction, that we ſhould contend for 
divine revelation, as the rule of faith. We 
are always obliged to defend the diſcoveries 
which the light of nature, though fallen, 
affords us with regard to the exiſtence and 
attributes of God, the diſplay of his glory 
which appears in his works and providential 
kingdom, and the obligations of natural con- 
ſcience in the government of the judgment 
and conduct of mankind. But, the faith, 
which is here recommended by the apoſtle, 
is that more perfect and glorious diſcovery 
which God has made in his word, and has been 
eraciouſly pleaſed to deliver to his ſaints x. 
Convinced that this is, verily, the word of 
God, and the only perfect rule of faith and 
obedience, we cannot ſurely be too ſolicitous, 
about its ſecurity and propagation. And we 
ſhall find our ſelves more eſpecially call'd 
upon to its defence, when men plead the 
ſufficiency of e reaſon, in order to 
weaken its authority; and when they expoſe 

themſelves to = ſame cenſure, which our 

Lord, ſo juſtly, pronounced upon many, 

when he appeared upon earth ; namely, that 

this was their condemnation, that light was 

come into the world, but they loved darkneſs 

rather than light. If this charge was juſt 
| Jude iii. 


5 ant 


12 _ The Chriſtian Strife 
againſt thoſe, who preferr'd the dawning 
light of the legal diſpenſation, to the ſun- 
ſhine of the goſpel ; it certainly reflects with 
more ſtrength upon thoſe, who caſt con- 
tempt upon both, in order to do henour to 
human reaſon, which is by the fall ſo much 
benighted and deprav d. And the true cauſe 8 
of all this, it is to be feared, is the ſame 
now, that it was then, namely, becauſe their 
deeds are evily. Here lies the bias; men 
would not have divine revelation to be true; 
becauſe it carries its oppoſition to their ſen⸗ 
ſual inclinations much farther, than the moſt 
virtuous principles of mere nature. But 
they don't conſider, that this is one great 
evidence of its divine original; and that, at 
the ſame time, it provides for our moſt va- 
luable intereſts, infinitely better, than any 
of the ſchemes that human contrivance has 
ever advanced in the world, or than the re- 
ligion of nature, it ſelf, can pretend to. 

AN D if right reaſon did but do its of- 
Hee, ſurely, a "revelation conſiſting of ſuch 
various parts, written at ſuch very diſtant 
periods of time, by perſons of ſuch different 
genius's, charatters and circumſtances; and 
| yet containing one uniform ſcheme, ſhould | 
bid fair for the credit of mankind : and much 
more ſo, when the truth of its hiſtory appears 
all along confirm'd by thoſe of the heathen 
nations round about : but moſt of all, when 
ſuch a variety of prophecies, contained in it, 
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for the Faith of the Gos RI. 13 
are found to be exactly fulfill'd; and its ſub- 
lime doctrines, ſo pure in their own nature, 
and ſo happily calculated to promote the 
glory of God, and the good of mankind, 
ſtand ſupported by ſuch numerous and moſt 
aſtoniſhing miracles, perform'd in ſo public 
a manner, as to leave as full a confirmation 
of the truth of the whole, as the nature of 
the thing will bear: I ſay, when theſe, and 
other arguments which have been often pro- 
duced, in defence of the ſacred ſcriptures, are 
urged, one would be ready to think, that 
men, who value themſelves on their ſuperior 
reaſon, ſhould be aſhamed of their ſcepticiſm. 
But fad. experience teaches us otherwiſe : 
and ſuch is the caſe of fallen nature, that 
how rational ſoever the revealed will of God 
is (and, to be ſure, it is perfectly fo) yet, it 
takes not proper place on the minds of men, 
till it comes reinforc'd with the ſpecial power 
of the divine Spirit : which 1s alſo a ſtanding 
evidence of the truth of that revelation, 
where the neceſſity of this work is often aſ- 
fern . 5 
* THEREFORE When this word ſpoken by 
holy men, under the immediate inſpiration 
of the holy Spirit, and ſupported with ſuch 
miraculous evidence, is {lighted ; when we find 
the weak and contradictory reaſonings of phi- 
loſophy oppos'd to diſpenſations, not only gi- 
ven forth by the miniſtry of angels, but preach- 
ed by the Son of God himſelf, ſeal'd by his 
| Þlood, and confirm d by his reſurrection from 
— 5 . the 
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the dead; ; ſurely, I ſay, when any attempts are 
made to weaken the authority of theſe ſacred 
records, or leſſen the regard of mankind to 
them; nothing can be of more importance 
to the honour of God, who has bleſs'd us 
with ſo diſtinguiſhing a favour; nothing of 
more conſequence. to our own ſouls, and the 
ſouls of other men, than that we, whe pro- 
feſs to have received the word of God by 
faith, and to have felt its influence by the 
power of the Spirit in our hearts, ſhould en- 
deavour, with the moſt conſtant and lively 
application, to preſerve ſo invaluable a trea- 
ſure amongſt us. 1 88 
TA hiſtory of the church gives us large ac- 
counts of the power and policy that was, from 
time to time, employ' d by heathen princes, in 
order to deprive mankind of this ineſtimable 
bleſſing: and, vou well know, that the locking 
up the word of God from the people was 
the fatal engine, by which all the abomina- 
tions of Rome prevail'd in the world, and 
millions of ſouls were ruin'd. So that when 
we conſider through what innumerable dan- 
gers, and what mighty oppoſition, the ſacred 
canon has been convey'd down to us, in its - 
native purity, we can hardly help acknow- 
ledging, that its amazing preſervation.1s\no 
ſmall confirmation of its divine original. - I 
need not ſay what abundant light it has dif- 
fuſed in theſe parts of the world, ſince it 
has been reſcued from popiſh hands by our 


great reformers. Nor need I tell you 18 
1 | 0 


of late years, beſides the open and rude op- 


ſition that has been made to divine reve- 
lation by ſome; no arts have been neglected 


by others, no inſtruments unemploy'd, that 


» 


could be made uſe of, in different forms, to 
undermine its authority. 1 


ATTEMPTS have been gradually made on 


the letter of the ſcripture: here a word, and 
there a phraſe has been diſputed; now one 


verſe, and then another, has been called in 
queſtion; and when the enemies of the faith 
have prevailed on ſome to give up theſe, 


they have proceeded farther; and have en- 
deavoured to diſpute away the authority of 


a chapter, or a book, and at laſt, as has often 
been the caſe, they have boldly ſtruck at all. 
But how tender are men of the letter of 


thoſe laws that have only an human ſancti- 


on? and with how much reaſon ; fince a fin- 
gle word, or even a point, is often of ſuch 


conſequence as to determine the ſenſe? We 5 
ſhall therefore, certainly, find ourſelves obliged 
vigorouſly to contend for every word, that 


appears to be revealed from heaven; nor 
give up the divine authority of an ſota con- 


tain'd in our bibles ; without the fulleſt evi- 


dence that it ought not to ſtand there. 


Bor if theſe men cannot perſwade us to 
part with the letter of the ſcripture, they 


have another method, by which they have 


too often ſucceeded with unwary perſons : 
and that is, by repreſenting it to be a matter of 
no great conſequence, except it be in a very 


few 
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few things, whether we fix upon the true 


ſenſe and meaning of it, or no. Thus they 


would perſwade us, that, ſo long as we own 
the bible to be the word of God, we may be 


very innocently miſtaken about, almoſt, 
every thing it contains. . 


I' FREELY own,I think the innen in my 
text, obliges us to make a public and explicite 
confeſſion, as proper occaſion offers, of every 
doctrine — we believe to be n in 
the word of God. The ſimplicity of the goſ- 
pel, I think, naturally requires this; and with- 
out it, no communion can be ae, from a 
mixture of perſons of the moſt corrupt prin- 
ciples, that have ever been advanced in the 


World. If a bare aſſent to the letter of 


wg were ſufficient, without regard had 


to-the lenſe of it, the belief of tranſubſtan- 
tiation it ſelf, and- the blaſphemies of the 
Anthropomorphites, would be no bars to re- 


ligious fellowſhip. I doubt not, indeed, but 


many good men, who, ſome years ago, refu- 
ſed to join with their brethren in a publick 


ſubſcription to the collective ſenſe of ſcrip- 


ture, with regard to the fundamental princi- 
ples of chriſtianity, which were then attacked, 

were intimidated, from apprehenſions, that 
by doing ſo, they ſhould caſt ſome diſgrace 
upon the letter of divine revelation. But, 

ſurely, they little thought, that ſo many of 
thoſe, who at that time moſt ſtrenuouſſy 
urg d this objection, would, ſo ſoon, have 
ventured to uſe the letter of it in the manner 


they 


4 : 
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„they have done. They have, ſome of them, 
. 3 


lived to ſee, that not a few, who then 
treated the found and faithful confeſſions of 
their forefathers with great contempt, and 


repreſented thoſe, who thought themſelves 
; _ obliged to bear their publick teſtimony to the 
reat truths they contained, as no friends 

: to the bible, have themſelves pleaded for the 

- ſufficiency of the light of nature, without it. 
2 And thus mens minds being led off, firſt, from 


— a due regard to the ſenſe of the ſcriptures ; 
= and then, to the importance, even, of the let- 
8 ; ter; too many have given up good part of 
= their bibles; and ſome have renounced, 
ENO and caſt contempt on the whole. We, there- 
[ fore being convinced, that this divine book 
Contains the pure word of God, are obliged to 
i hold faſt the form * of it; and, at the ſame 
- time, not to ſtrive, merely, about words, 
without maintaining the proper ideas that 
E are annexed to them: for this would oft 


ng of the hear- 


i 


- profit, bu t tend 70 the ſubvert! 
2 ers a. And then, - 
2. By ftriving for the faith of the goſpel, 
1 no doubt, the Apoſtle intends, that we ſhould 
= ſtrive for faith itſelf, in oppoſition to the 
5 plea of carnal and unrenewed reaſon. The 
grace which the ſcriptures recommend under 
this character, is, in its living principle, of 


3 

f 
7 3 the utmoſt . ele to ſalvation; and in 
e | its growth and exerciſe, of the greateſt con- 
r J _ ſequence to our ſpiritual welfare. The ac- 
7 count there given of it, ſufficiently diſtin- 
„„ T . 
. D | __ guiſhes 
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uiſhes it from any natural power. It is repre- 
ſented in the ſcriptures, as the ſpecial operation 
of God b; as his peculiar gift to ſome, for all 
men have not faith e; as the ſpecial privilege 
of God's electd; as that which gives them the 
character of his Children e; ; by which they 
are juſtified ; and have acceſs to the fathers; 
the} ſhield with which they guench all the fiery 
darts of the wicked h; and the victory that o- 
vercometh the world; i; the grace by which they 
tive here k; and without which there i is no ſal- 
vation, hereafter l. It is for the exerciſe of this 
grace, chat the patriarchsa and other worthiesare 
| ſo highly commended, in the xith of the He- 
brews; becauſe they, hereby, truſted the pro- 
miſe of God, for things out of the reach of 
natural reaſon ,and,even, againſt hope believed 
in hope m. Now, when men ariſe, who deny 
that there is any ſuch gift of heaven, or, in- 
deed, any neceſſity for it; when the name, 
as well as the thing, is derided; and when it 
is repreſented as the mere effect rong 
and enthuſiaſtick imagination it is time, then, 
for ſuch as fear God, and believe in the goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, who have felt the inward ad- 
vantage of this grace, and by the help of it, 
reſt on the rock of ages, and behold the 
good land afar off; ſurely, I fay, it is then 
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high time, for them to contend earneſtly for 
a gift of ſuch importance. And, as we are 
— I thus to ftrive for divine revelation, and for 
' 7 that grace by which we receive its myſte- 
#3 _ ries, and partake of the advantages it propo- 
; 4 | ſes ; ſo, I - 
3. Ws muſt rive for the whole doctrine 
3 dof theſe ſacred books; that, when any will 
3 endeavour to disjoin it, it may be preſerved 
entire. If any would ſo divide the old te- 
1 ſtament from the new, as to bring either the 
1 law, or the goſpel, into contempt ; if any 
would ſeparate juſtification and ſanctificati- 
on, which, however, diſtinct in themſelves, 
God has ſo firmly united together, that they 
| : muſt never be divided; if any endeavour to 
iet ſpeculative things in ſuch a light, as tends 
' |J to depreciate the importance of practical re- 
1 ligion; or if, on the other hand, any lay 
5 ſuch ſtreſs on morality, as to render faith un- 
neceſſary; we muſt oppoſe ſuch men, 
and frive for the uniform doctrine of the 
ſcriptures: that he /aw may be conſider'd as 
our ſchool-maſter to bring us unto Chriſt n; 
and the goſpel as that meſſage of grace, which 
is confirm'd by the law and the prophets o; 
and that gives us the beſt commentary on the 
old teſtament diſpenſation. We muſt labour 
to maintain that faith, which is living?, and 
brings forth the fruits of holineſs; and that 
purity, which is the genuine product of evan- 
gelical faith, and the beſt evidence of a 
janine en, 9 
" Gal. iii. 24. » Luke xviii. 31. 7 James ii. 177. 
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4. Ir is our duty alſo, according to tlie 
apoſtle s direction, to ftrive for every parti- 
cular doctrine of the goſpel : and our con- 


tention, for each of theſe, ſhould be in pro- 


portion to their importance ; and according 


to the oppoſition they, ſeverally, meet with in 


the world. 

Som x articles of faith enter into the very 
eſſence and vitals of chriſtianity : and theſe, 
to be ſure, muſt be defended with our utmoſt 


care and ſtrength ; for , the foundations be 


deſtroyed, what can the rightegus do 4? And 
though we are to buy the truth, and ſell no 
part of ir; yet, right reaſon will ſurely 
inſtruct us, that there is a difference : and 
the example of our Lord and his apoſtles, 


if ſufficiently attended to, will lead us to ex- 
ert our endeavours, KY the greateſt watch- 


fulneſs and vigour, againſt ſucherrors, as ſtrike 


moſt at the glory of God, and the falvation 
of the ſouls of men. The tithing of mint, 
annis, & cummin,ought to have been regarded | 


by the Jews; but the employing their war- 
melt zeal and principal care about theſe lefler 
things, to the neglect of the werghtier matters of = 
the laws, was juſtly condemn'd by our Saviour. 

AN p then, we muſt rive, for the dif- 
erent articles of the chriſtian faith, with 
a warmth and induſtry , proportionable 


to the oppoſition they meet with in the 
world; and as they are ſeverally, from time 
to time, call di in queſtion, renounc'd, or be- 


2 Pf, xi. 3. Prov. xxiii. 3. Mat. xxiii. 23. 


tray d. 


. 1 
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tray d. The apoſtles, you ſee, ſet them- 
ſelves againſt the errors of judaizing teachers, 
and thoſe who would have introduc'd the 
corrupt philoſophy of the Greeks into the 
chriſtian huh, and they vigorouſly oppo- 
ſed the errors of the Nicholaitans, and the 
Gnoſticks, and others, that prevailed in 
their times, This was alſo the practice of 
their faithful ſucceſſors in after ages of the 
church: and thus our great reformers, from 
popery, levell'd all their artillery againſt the 
} Ccorruptions of Rome, and, eſpecially, againſt 
ſuch of them, on which the antichriſtian fa - 
brick was chiefly built; ſuch as the doctrine 
of juſtification by works, and the idolatrous 
ſacrifice of the maſs, which took place of 
the atonement of Chriſt. And thus, we are | 
called,at this day,to bend our ſtrength againſt : 
the corruptions of our own times; and that 
in proportion to their growth, and the degree 
of their malignity : and to uſe our utmoſt en- 
deavours in the defence of thoſe truths, which 
are of the greateſt conſequence in themſelves, 
and meet with moſt oppoſition from gain- 
8 „„ 
Thus the knowledge God hath been 
pleaſed to communicate of himſelf, by divine 
revelation, in the doctrine of the ever bleſſed 
Trinity, 1s of the greateſt importance to his 
glory; who will, ſurely, be explicitly ado- 
red, in proportion to the diſcoveries he is 
pleaſed" to make of himſelf, It is of ſuch 
conſequence to the whole economy of our 
ſalvation, that it is the very plan and baſis 
| | n 
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on which it is built; on which it appears ts 


be the moſt benatifel ſtructure that was ever 


contrived; and, without which, it is nothing 
but confuſion. We are, therefore, under 


1 obligations to defend it. It is 


a doctrine, unknown, indeed, to the religion 
of nature, which many among us, would re- 


* as ſufficient to lead us to happineſs: : 


but yet, it is moſt clearly reveal'd in the 


ſcriptures; and without it they cannot be 


underftood. Tis true, it is myſterious, and 
ſo muſt every thing, that concerns the nature 


of God, be tous; but, as it wants not the 


laineſt evidence, ſo it ought to be embraced |}; 


and defended by us, with the greateſt watch= 


fulneſs and vigour. The three glorious per- 
ſons have the ſame nature, attributes, works, 
and worſhip, aſcribed to them in ſcripture; 


and yet the unity of the godhead is conſtant- 


ly aſſerted: and therefore we may boldly 


maintain this great doctrine. All the evaſi- 


ons that have been uſed to avoid the force 
of ſcripture evidence in this caſe, are merely 


ſo; and though the ſons of reaſon have given 
our Redeemer ſometimes the character of a 


nominal, and at other times, of an inferior, 
and delegated God, and ſo have allowed him 
a lower kind of worſhip ; yet, let it be re- 
membred, that God 1s one, and his name is 
one t, and he will not give his glory to ano- 


tber. And the Holy Ghoſt, foreſeeing the 


contradiction that would ariſe to the divinity 
Zech. xiv. 9. * Iſa. 48. 11; 
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of Chriſt, has taken care to leave his cha- 


racter in ſuch terms, as might render the 
oppoſers of his Godhead inexcuſable. Tn 

him, we are told, dwelleth all the fulneſs of 
the Godhead bodily v. Now, let the adver- 


faries of Chriſt's glory try, whether they 
can poſſibly find out words, that can more 
fully expreſs the eſſential perfection, and 
higheſt dignity, of the divine nature, than 


theſe do. Chriſt is, often, call'd God, in the 


ſcriptures; he is call'd, the mighty God Y, 
Fehovah*, and the Almighty®; he has the * 


veral attributes, of eternity, immenſity, 


omnipreſence, of infinite wiſdom, power, 
holineſs, juſtice, goodneſs, and truth aſcribed 
to him, in as lofty a manner, as his divine 


Father. He is declar'd to be the creator of 
the world; for, all things were made by him, 
and without him was not any thing made that 
was made b: that, the reins of providential 
government are in his hand; for, he upholds all 
bings by tbe word of his power e, and by him al! 


things conſiſt d; that he rules alſo in the ſpiri- 


tual kingdom, and is Head over all things to the 
churche; for, his throne is for ever and ever f, 


and, he hath a name written upon his veſture, 


and on his thigh, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD 


OF LORDSS, The ſcriptures aſcribe that glori- 


Col. * : < Heb, i. 3. 
pf. e 1 2 Col. i. 17. 
Y Iſa. ix. 6. e Eph. i. 22. 
Jer. xxiii. 6. fHeb. i, 8. 
2 Rev. i. 8 : 8 Rev. xix. 16. 
Þ John. i. 3. . 
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ous diſplay of divine power, which will be - 
manifeſted in the reſurrection of the dead, to 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt h; and, aſſure us, that 
he will, not only, raiſe all mankind from the 
grave, but bring them to his bar of judg- 
ment i; and that, in order to do juſtice, on 
that great occaſion, he ſearches all hearts, 
and treaſures up, not only, the words and acti- 
ons, but, all the ſecret thoughts of eyery 
man that, has ever lived, or ſhall live, in the 
world k; and that, the diſpoſal of future, and 
eternal rewards and puniſhments, 1s at his 
pleaſure ; that he has the keys of hell and of 
death |; that he opens and no man ſhuts, and 
ſhuts and no man opens m. But, leaſt men 
| ſhould be tempted to explain away theſe great 
| characters, as powers and honours delegated 
| co a creature, and afcribed to our Saviour 
only in that ſenſe ; it is ſaid, you ſee, in the 
[ words of the text juſt now mentioned, that, 
| 11 him, that 18, in his perſon, dawelleth, that - 
| zs, reſides, and perpetually continues, the God- Þ| , 
il head; not the nature of God only, not com- „ 
municated power and honour only, but the || _, 
Il. very Codhead. And leaſt this ſhould not be ſuf- „ 
ficient, it is not in meaſure, but, the fulneſs 4 
| of the Godhead : yea, to leave his divinity, in © 5, 
| the propereſt and higheſt ſenſe, without any 
= diſpute, all the fulnaſs of the Godhead : that _ 
| rich abundance of incomprehenſible perfecti- 
ons, of which the divine nature is full, all 77 
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reſides in him : and then, leaſt any ſhould ob- 
ject his humanity to this, it is added, that 


this infinite Fulneſs of the Godhead dwells in 


him bodzly. 

IT is not my deſign to enlarge on this 
ſubject ; but only to encourage you in a 
faithful defence of ſo important a doctrine, 


from an inſtance or two of that clear N 


dence we have for it in the ſcriptures. I 
ſhall, therefore, only mention one argument 
more; which may be drawn from the moſt 
remarkable inſtance of worſhip, that, I think, 

is to be found in the whole bible. It is re- 


corded in the t Chapter of the Revelation. 


You have a very glorious repreſentation in 


"he preceeding chapter of the throne of God 
erected in heaven, and of his majeſty who 


ſat on it: the deſcription 1 is evidently taken 
from the temple worſhip : and then, in this 
chapter, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is deſcribed | 
under the character of a lamb that had been 

ain, and is repreſented, as ſtanding in the 


; 5 mid} of the throne, and taking the book out of 


the right hand of him that ſat pon it. And 


1  wwhen he had taken the book, we read that 


the four beaſts, and four and taventy el- 
ders fell down before the lamb, having every 
one of them harps, and golden vials full of 
odours, which are the prayers of the ſaints. 

And they fung a new ſong, ſaying, thou art 
worthy to take the book, and to open the ſeals 
thereof : for thou waſt Jain, and haſt re- 


deemed us to God (5 hy Blood, out of every 
Eindred, 
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kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation ; 
and haſt made us unto out God kings and 
prieſts : and we ſhall reign on the earth. And 


J beheld, and J. heard the voice of many an 


gels round about the throne, and the beaſts, 
and the elders : and the number of them was 
ten thouſand times ten thouſand, and thou- 
ſands of thouſands; ſaying with a loud voice, 
worthy is the lamb that was lain, to 
receive power, and riches, and vi ſdom, 


and ſtrength, and honour, and glory, and 


blefſmg. And every creature which is in 


heaven, and on the earth, and under the 
earth, and ſuch as are in the ſea, and all 


that are in them, heard J, ſaying, bleſſing, 


and honour, and glory, and power be unto 
him that fitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the lamb for ever and ever. And the four 
eaſts ſaid, Amen. And the four and twent 

elders fell down and worſhipped him that li- 


veth for ever and ever n. Here you ſee the 


Father and the Son are in the ſame throne ; 
and innumerable multitudes of creatures, of 


every rank and order, angels, beaſts, and 
elders ſurround the foot-ſtool of it, with the 
moſt profound adoration, and unite, in the 
moſt ſolemn manner, in the ſame act of 
worthip, They are not repreſented as offer- 
ing difterent kinds, or different degrees of 
| homage, to theſe two glorious perſons ; not 
religious worſhip to the Father only, and ci- 
vil honour to the Son; nor an higher degree 

n Ver. 8—14. 5 
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of divine adoration to the one than to the other. 
There is, indeed, a particular perſonal addreſs 


to the F ather, and a new ſong to the Son : 

but then they unite the praiſe in the cloſe, 
and conclude this ſolemn act of worſhip, 
with aſcribing the fame hleſing, and honour, 


and glory, and power to the 191116, that they h 


aſcribe to him that fits on the throne. And thus, 
this very remarkable a& of worſhip is a ſuf- 
ficient comment on that divine preſcription, 
that all men ſhould honour the Son, even as 
they honour the Father 9. 

OTHER evidences from ſcriptare might 


be abundantly produc'd; but one would 
think that theſe two ſhould be ſufficient, 
with thoſe who pay- any proper regard to 


divine revelation, to determine this point. 
And, indeed, it is aſtoniſhing, that any, who 


read and conſider ſuch paſſages, ſhould dare 
to entertain a leſſening thought of the diviye 


nature of our great Redeemer, Some have 
pretended that it is a matter of mere ſpe- 
culation, and, therefore, of no great conſe- 


quence to be determined : but, you ſee, it 


enters into the very eſſence of our worſhip ; 

which we can never perform aright, while 
we are unſettled about the object of it. For 
if Chriſt be God, muſt it not ge moſt dan- 
gerous to rob kin of the h Mur which is 
due to his nature ? Or, on the other hand, if 
he be but a creature, or, which is the fame 
thing, a voluntary production of the Father, 

9 John v. 23. 
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how dangerous muſt it be to give him an 
religious worſhip at all? But he is, indeed, God 
over all, bleſſed for ever p; and his divinity i 18 
the brighteſt jewel in his crown; and, there- 
fore, his followers muſt above all defend it. 
It is on this depends the value of his ſatiſ- 
faction; this was the golden altar that ſancti- 
fied the rift and ſacrifice of his humanity : 
it is this that gives life to our faith, firm- 
neſs to our hope, and renders the founda- 
tion of our happineſs ſecure. Angels and 
men have fallen from the original rectitude 
of their natures, and a truſt of this kind 
would have, therefore, been unſafe if it had 
been committed to either of them; but our 
Saviour is our God, and the eternal intereſts 
of a believer are, therefore, ſecure in his 
hands. 
1m16nr, alſo, obſerve how clas the 
Gare: reveals the perſonal exiſtence, and - 
the divinity of the Holy Ghoſt, I might 
ſhew you what concern he is there repre- 
reſented to have in the works of creation, 


and providence ; that he moved upon the wa- 


ters d; that he garniſhed the heavens x, and 
that he breathed into man the breath Flies; 

that he continually renews the face of the 
earth* ; and that the wheel of the providen- 
tial kingdom is moved, not by created might 
nor power, but by the Spirit of the Lord u. 1 


5 Rom. 5 8 Gen. ii. 7. 
2* Gen. i. 2. e 420. 


F Job xxvi. 13. : 6 Zech. Iv, . | 
| i might 
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might farther urge the divine character of 
the third perſon in the ſacred Trinity, from 
the concern he has in our falvation ; and ob- 
ſerve, that he formed the humane nature of 
Chriſt w; deſcended on him as a dove x, and 
on his apoſtles in tongues of fire; that he 
creates the new creature; that he is the ſancti- 
fier, guide, and comforter of the church; that 
in his name we are baptized, and bleſſed; 
and that to him the apoſtle prayed, that he 
would make the Theſſalonians 70 increaſe, 
and abound in love one towards another, and 
towards all men: to the end he might /tabliſh 
their hearts wnblameable in holineſs before 
God, even our Father, at the coming of our 
Lord Feſus Cbriſt with all his ſaints a. I 
might, thus, not only produce ſufficient e- 

vidence for theſe truths; but, more particu- 
larly, ſet before you their great importance. 
But, I hope, what has been ſaid is ſufficient to 
ſhew you, that when we are directed to ſtrive 

for the faith of the goſpel, we are taught to 
contend for the infinite and eternal honour 
that belongs both to the Redeemer and the 
Sanctifier of the church. When we rive 
for the faith of the goſpel, we are obliged to 
contend for the dignity of Chriſt Jeſus, who 
is the great author and finiſher of that faith a; 
who, as he was the ſubſtance of the Moſai- 
cal ſhadows, the great ſubject of the ſpirit 


„Mat. i. 18. 2 1 Thel. ili. 12, 13. 
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of prophecy under the old teſtament diſc. 

nſation, ſo he is, more fully, the reveal'd 
object of our faith under the new teſtament, 
and the ſum of the goſpel ; for other founda- 
tion can no man lay than that is laid, which 
is Feſus Chriſt b, to know him is life eternalc, 
and he is all and in all to them that believe d. 


When we rive for the faith of the goſpel, we 


muſt ſtrive for the glory of that Spirit, whoſe _ 
goſpel this is; whole temples we are e; and 
who only can make his own word favingly 
effectual on our hearts, and create in us the 


new nature: who /an&:fes us throughout, in 


body, ſoul, and ſpirit*; who ſupports us un- 
der all the trials and afflictions of time, and 
fills our ſouls with divine conſolation : who 
guides us through this howling wilderneſs, 
and brings us ſafe at laſt to glory. Thus 
then, the ſtrongeſt ties of duty, love, and 
gratitude, oblige us all, who are indebted to. 
our great Redeemer, for his blood and righte- 


ouſneſs; and to the Sanctifier, Guide, and 


Comforter of the church, for all the grace and 
meetneſs we have, or ever ſhalt have for that 

glory purchas d for us; that, with faithfulneſs 
and diligence, we ſtand faſt to the glory of both 


theſe divine perſons; and, according to our 


meaſure, vindicate that right they have to 
equal honour with the divine Father, againſt 
every oppoſer; for there are three that bear 


b 1 Cor. ii, 11. © 1 Cor. iii. 16, 17. 
© John xvii, 3. , © 1 The, v. 23. 

4 Col, iu. 11, | | VV 
| record 
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record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy Ghoſt : and theſe three are one 8. 
Bur to proceed. In the time in which 
i we live, it muſt be our great concern to 
| Pfrive for the faith of the goſpel, reſpecting 
the ſovereignty of God. This is an effential 


character of the divine nature, and glory; an 


| attribute which the ſcriptures conſtantly 


aſcribe to God, and for which he muſt cer- 
tainly have a great regard: and thoſe, who 
have a proper ſenſe of their dependance on 

God, not only, as the ſubjects of his 
kingdom, and the children of his family, 
but as the creatures of his power, will find 
themſelves obliged to frive in defence of 
this prerogative of the Almighty, in oppoſi- 
tion to all ſuch who would ſet the laws of un- 
renewed reaſon above him. It is a favourite 
principle of the preſent times, and propaga- 


ted with great art and induſtry, that there | 


is a certain moral fitneſs of things, which is 
to be eonfider'd abſtracted from God, and is 
an eternal law which binds the Almighty _ 
himſelf; and of this law poor fallen worms 
are ready to think themſelves proper judges 


5 too. Thus they bring God's reveal'd will to 


the bar of this ſuppos'd fitneſs ; try his word- 


by this ſtandard; and what ſuits not with it | 


they reject. Now, no doubt, what God 
doth is right and fit; but then, ſurely, this 
fitneſs ariſes from his own nature and deter- 
mination. But, what is the fitneſs for which 
185 „„ V | 
theſe 
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theſe men plead, as the proper rule of judg- 


ment? It is, truly, no other than the de- 


termination of their own weak and fallible 
minds: a very uneertain rule of judgment 
indeed for, notwithſtanding the re- 
mains of natural knowledge, which the wi- 


ſeſt and beſt of men retain fince the fall, it 


is caſy to obſerve, that there is no ſuch abſo- 
lute dependance to be placed upon it as is 


© pleaded for. This appears from the differ- 


ent opinions about moral good, and evil, 


which ariſe among themſelves. In many 


inſtances it might be ſhewn, that what is 


good in the opinion of one man, is evil in 


that of another; and what is beſt known of 
moral fitneſs, even by thoſe who pay no 
great regard to divine revelation, is what they 


have learned from thence. However it is 


plain, that as all things derive their origi- 
nal from God, fo every right idea we frame 


muſt flow from him too. And fitneſs muſt, 


therefore, be what is agreeable to his nature 


and mind; and that is only ſo. To talk of 


any thing of this kind prior to, and ab- 
ſtracted from God, is to ſet up ſomething 
above him, as well as ſomething before him, 


which ſhould give him laws: and this is 


no other, in the end, but humane rea- 


ſon, and fallen reaſon too : it is a pride of 


nature ariſing from the fruit of that tree 
of which our firſt parents eat. And thus 
have the faſhionable teachers of our time, at- 


tempted todethrone the great Jehovah the firſt 
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cauſe of all things, the fountain and ſource 
of true reaſon and righteouſneſs, and to 
ſet up their own weak and depraved imagi- 

nations above him: this idol human reaſon 
is their ſupream God, and they bow down 
and worſhip it. It is from this principle, 
that all the violent oppoſition flows, which 
1s made to the revelation God has given of 
his decrees, and the ſovereign right which he 
aſſerts to diſtribute his grace where,and when, 
and to whom he pleaſes, among the fallen 
race of mankind ; and, indeed, to every other 
myſtery of the goſpel. If theſe men, through 
the darkneſs of their unrenewed minds, don't 
ſee the fitneſs of the union of the two na- 
tures in Chriſt, or of his ſatisfaction for the 
fins of his people; theſe doctrines, and many 
others, though ever ſo clearly reveal'd, are 
call'd in queſtion. It muſt, therefore, be 
greatly neceſſary, while a principle ſo very 
| derogatory to the honour of God prevails, to 

ſtrive for that faith that gives him glory; 
| which teaches us to believe, that all he does 
is indeed juſt and fit h; and that it is neceſſa- 
rily ſo; but, at the ſame time, obliges us to 
acknowledge, that it is moſt unfit, that he 
ſhould be obliged to render to us an account 
of his matters i. 1 
I Au alſo perſwaded you will be of opinion, 
that the doctrine of original guilt, together with 
that of the depravity of human nature, and 
the impotency of fallen man to recover him- 


V Deut. xxxii. 4. 1 Job xxxiſi. 13. 


ſelf 
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ſelf out of this unhappy condition, are points 
ſo: evident, and of ſuch conſequence, as to 
require our watchful regard, and moſt vigo- 
rous defence; eſpecially at this time, when 
they are oppoſed with ſo much warmth, and, 
by many, treated with deriſion. It is not 
only clearly revealed in ſcripture, that we all 
died in Adam*; that à clean thing cannot 
come out of an unclean; that we are ſhaper 
in iniquity, ond conceived in in m; and that 
it is ſo far out of the power of a fallen crea- 
ture to create himſelf a-new, or change his 
own heart; that 1 is not in man to direct his 
own Hebe n; but, one would think, reaſon 
and experience, if at all attended to, ſhould 
convince men, that theſe are their miſerable 
| licences by 'nature. Elſe, whence a- 
riſes our natural ignorance ; our alienation 


from God; and every thing that is truly good = 


whence ariſes our pride, revenge, and ſen- 
ſuality, and all thoſe early appearances of an 


evil bias in human nature? whence the com- 


mon calamities under which the whole crea- 


tion groans®: ? that miſery in every form, to | 


which all our race is ſubject? thoſe numerous 


diſeaſes and torturing g pains of body, and thoſe 
manifold diſtrefles of mind? the ſudden and 


ſhocking diſappointments, and the more 
lingring ſorrows which attend us from the 
cradle to the grave? and whence that certain 


® 1 Cor, av. 22. ner, x. 23. 
1 Job xiv. 4. 5 Rom. viii. 22. 
7 —— Fial. * | 
diſſolution 
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diſſolution of the union between ſoul and bo- 
dy, in which our ſhort continuance here doth 
always terminate? Our modern teachers will 
find it difficult, without allowing guilt on all 
human nature, to vindicate the divine proceed- 
ing herein, upon the doctrine of fitneſs; which 
I juſt now mention'd as their favourite princi- 
95 If the Ethiopian cannot change his ſein, 
nor the Leopard bis ſpotsP; if no man upon 
earth can add one cubit ” his ftature 4; or 
make one hair white or black" ; can it be 
poſſible for men, in the exerciſe of right rea- 
ſon, to conclude, that the moſt powerful 
genius among them, can be able to change 
his heart ; renovate his nature; create him 
ſelf a- new; or raiſe himſelf from ſuch a 
ſtate of death, which, the ſcripture informs 
us, requires the ſame almighty power that 
raiſed our bleſſed Lord from the deads? The 
contradiction theſe doctrines have met with, 
as well as the former, ariſes from the pride 
of human nature, and partakes deeply of the 
guilt of our firſt parents, from whence it 
ſprung. It is an inſolencein fallen creatures, 
that muſt be highly reſented by that God a- 
gainſt whom they have rebelled: it is alſo 
exceeding injurious to mankind, and has a 
tendency to ſeal them down in their ſins; to 
hide the malignity of their diſeaſe from them; 
and to hinder their enquiry after the only 
method of cure: and, therefore, we, who 
5 er. xiii 23. r Ch. v. 36. 

tt. vi. 27. Eph. i. 19, 20. 
1 2 


have 
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have inwardly and effectually been convinc'd 
of theſe things, are under the ſtrongeſt obli- 
gations to maintain a due ſenſe of them upon 


our own minds, and to labour to promote the 
fame on the aids of other men. | 
AND it naturally follows that we ſtrive for 


the doctrine of Chriſt's ſatisfaction, as the 


only means of delivering men from this ſad 


condition. It is the evident deſign of the 
ceremonial Law, and the Prophets, as well as 
of the whole new teftament, to reveal this 


great and important doctrine: a doctrine ſo 
i ſublime, ſo worthy of Gad, ſo wiſe and gra- 
cious in its contrivance, and ſo glorious in its 
execution. A doctrine which ſo brightly diſ- 
plays every divine attribute, and is ſo equal 
to all the concerns of our falvation, muſt carry 
with it mighty evidence of its divine original. 
What indeed is all chriſtianity without it? and 


how fully and clearly is it reveal'din the ſcrip- 
tares, that the very end for which Chriſt 


appear d in the world, and laid down his 
life, was for THe redemption of tranſgreſſors*; * 


that he might be bruiſed for our iniguities, 


and be made a propitiation for their remi/ſi- 

ond; that 7he inyuities of us all, and the 
chaſtiſement of our peace, ſhould be laid upon 
him, that by his ſtripes we might be Healed w; 


that, thus, iin ſhould be condemn'd in che 
Feſb x; he, in our nature, * made a curſe 
Jer us), and having His own ſelf vorn our Jin, - 


; Heb. ix. 15. Rom. viii. 3. 
1 v IB. Hi. 2. * Gal. ili. 13. | 
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in his own body on the tree *: and, in one 
word, that he ſhould, thus, put away fin by 
the ſacrifice of himſelf * ? And yet you well 
know what treatment this doctrine hath met 
with, in our times. Sad degeneracy! How 
do theſe men reject the counſel of God againſt 
themſelves b? If the death of Chriſt were, 
according to their ſcheme, to be conſidered 
only as a confirmation of his miſſion ; a mar- 
tyrdom for his doctrine ;. and an example of 

tience, and reſolution, and other virtues ; 
then indeed were Chri/t divided, and Paul 
was alſo crucified for use. But other foun- 
dation can no man lay, than that which is 
laid d. Let us, therefore, who find our 
ſelves indebted to ſuch an attonement, glorify 
the grace of God, by conſtantly pleading for 
the virtue of that precious Slood, which 
cleanſeth us from all fin © : and let us ſhew our 
concern for the fouls of men, by zealouſly 
recommending to them the only balm f that 
can heal their wounds; the only proviſion 
by which they can be relieved, under the 
juſt ſentence of the law of God, and the 
terrible apprehenſions of his wrath. 

As the ſacrifice is offer d up; ſo the high 
prieſt is enter d within the vails, and preſents 
the merits of his blood before the throne. 
The innumerable wants of his people require 


i beeping CCL. 

2 Heb. ix. 26. * x Jokni. 7. 
Þ Luke vii. 30. Jer. viii. 22. 
21 Cor, i. 13. 4 Heb, ix. 7— 12. 
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his continual interceſſion there h; and touched 


with the feeling of their infirmities i, he 
moſt tenderly and faithfully diſcharges this 
office. Surely, therefore, a ſenſe of our 


own ſpiritual and eternal intereſts, and gra- 


titude to him, who ſo ſucceſsfully pleads for 
us with God, ſhou'd engage us alſo to plead 


with men, in defence of this part of his me- 


diatorial work, when any dare to call it in 

queſtion. Moreover, 

Wx are, I conceive, required, by the a- 
le in our text, to contend for the honour 


of the Spirit of God, and the efficacy of his 
grace, in the work of converſion. Except 
this change be wrought in men, and that, 


by the ſupernatural operation of the Holy 


Choſt, they are loſt for ever; for, we are 


born, not of blood, nor of the will of the 
Aeßb, nor of the will of man, but of God k. 
The wind bloweth where it liſteth, and 


we hear the ſound thereof, but cannot Zell 


whence it icometh, and whither it goeth : ſo 
ig every one that is born of the fpirit? : and, 
extept.a man be thus boru again, he cannot 


fee the Kingdom of God ®, Therefore, as 
we tender the glory of the Lord the Spirit, 


whoſe wort manſbip ave are n; as we value our 
oven everlaſting welfare, that of other 


men; we muſt not, on any terms, part 


with this great truth: a truth, which, tho 


v Heb. vii. 35. 1 Chap. iii. 8. 
| Chap. iv. 15. - fg. 3. 


« John i. 13. = Eph. ii. 10. 
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of this vaſt importance, is become the ſub- 
ject of the ridicule of many, who yet dare 
to call themſelves chriſtians. Again, 

Tae doctrine of juſtification by the blood 
of Chriſt, and his righteouſneſs imputed, is 

not merely, a ſpeculative point, but of ſuch 
high conſequence, as ſhould engage our 

ftricteſt watchfulneſs for its preſervation. 
Our great Lord has both made an end of fin, 
and brought in everlaſiing righteouſneſs o: 
for, as by one man's diſobedience, many were 
made f inners: ſo by the obedience of one, were 
many made righteous?. And thus, as he paid 
down the price of our tranſgreſſions with 
his blood, ſo, he is the end of the law, for 
that 2. ghreouſneſs, by which every one that 
believeth 4, is juſtified. And, ſurely then, 
when men being ignorant of God's righteouſ 
neſs, and going about to eſtabliſh their own 
righteouſneſs, have not ſubmitted to the 
righteouſneſs of God* ; when they neglect 
this bleſſed proviſion of grace themſelves, and 
teach others to do ſo; the glory of God's 
juſtice, as well as of his wiſdom and good- 
neſs, the honour of THE LORD OUR RIGHT=- 
EOUSNESS*, and a juſt concern for the foun- 
dation of eternal hope, ſhould warm our hearts 
in this conteſt, : 

Tux abſolute neceſſity, 8 of the ſancti- 
fication of our hearts, and lives - andof the 


o Dan. ix. Toons 1 3. 
P Rom. v. 19. er. xxiii. 6. 


Nom. X. 4- | | 
1 bringing 
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bringing forth thoſe fruits of obedience, and 
holineſs, which are the proper evidences of 1 
an evangelical, and lively faith, are points of 
doctrine, for which we are indiſpenſibly o- 
bliged to rive. Without we are thus re- 
newed in the ſpirit of our minds t, and adorn If 
the doctrines we profeſs, with an holy con- 


 werſation, all our pretences to religion are ny 
vain ; our faith is dead"; nor can we expect * 
the end of true faith, the ſalvation of our . 5 
fouls : for though, when we have done all, 4 
we are but unprofitable ſervants x; yet, with= + 
out holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lordy. And, 2 
therefore, as we muſt continually oppoſe FE, by 
that doctrine which 5 to build on pe 
their own higheſt attainments for juſtification == 
before God, on the one hand; ſo muſt we fa 
bend our zeal and ſtrength, alſo, againſt that, RE 
which teaches them to reſt. in a perſwaſion 7, 
in their own minds of their intereſt in the C 
divine favour, while they live in their ſins, tl 
on the other. Nay, ſuch is the holineſs 70 
which the goſpel obliges us to defend; that 7 
we ſhall find our ſelves obliged, to plead for f 
the neceſſity of an inward ſupernatural prin- 8 
ciple of purity ; and, with becoming warmth; _ 8 
oppoſe thoſe principles which reduce evange-- Þ 5. 
lical obedience to a mere moral reformation, | 5 
THERE are other doctrines, for which, 77 


at this time of defection and apoſtacy, we are 


t Eph. = 23. * Luke xvii. 10. 
v James ii. 17. Y Heb. x11. 14. 
On Bhs 1 | 


called 


called upon, in a ſpecial manner, to contend; 
but J ſhall only mention one more: and that 


is, the certainty of the ſaints final perſeve- 


rance. This is a truth, ſurely, of great im- 
rtance to the glory of the unchangeable 


Jehovah ; whoſe giſts and calling are with- 
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8 


out repentance a; for whom he loves, he loves 


unto the end b: : who, as he hath ſworn by his 
holineſs,that he u not lye unto David; ſo his 
covenant he will not break, nor alter the thing 
| that is gone out of his lips ©: and having or- 
dained his people to eternal life d, and cho- 
ſen them rb ſalvatione; he will keep them 


his mighty power, through faith unto the 


poſſeſſion of it f. It is alſo a doctrine of the 
greateſt conſequence to the comfort of the 


ſaints; that, although their enemies are very 


numerous and powerful, they ſball never pe- 
riſh, neither can any pluck them out of 

Chriſt's hand 8: and, gh it be needful, 

that God ſhould vit their tranſgreſſions with 


the rod, and their iniquities with ſtripes; yet 
bis Joving kindneſs be will not utterly take 


from them, nor ſuffer his faithfulneſs to fail h. 
So ſecure is their ſtate, that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things preſent, nor things to come, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other crea- 


ture, ſhall be able to e them from the 


2 Rom. xi. 29. * 2 The 1. 13. 

b John xi. 1. f 1 Petc 1 $4 

& Pf. Ixxxix. 34, 35. #* John x. 28. 

s Adds xlli. 48. h Pf. Ixxxix, 32, 33. 


Cc love 


4- © 


2 


* 
—— — — Pro A ork — — —ä—ä6—M ene a 
— SEEN 


- by l 
—— — _ — 
AA r he „ n a ITED 
—_ — G N = l — — 
SPY 4 R mn N aides 


ES III 


4. 


. 2 Strife 


love of God, which is in CVE Jeſus o our 
Lord i. 
THESE truths, and thoſe that ſtrictly de- 


pend upon them, are the doctrines which are, 
in this day, oppoſed : and that, not only ſepa- 
rately, but many labour to overthrow them 


all. And as you will eaſily. ſee they ſtand 


cloſely connected together, and in a mutual 


dependance on each other; ſo error has al- 
ſo its connection. And ſad experience has 


taught us, that when men have once enter- 


tained, 1n principle, a good opinion of their 
r ſtate; and come to think themſelves 
free from any ſhare in original guilt; when 


they imagine they are naturally poſleſs' dof a 
ower ſufficient to conquer the propenſity _ 


they feel to that which is evil; and when, 
at the ſame time, they conceive of God, as 
of a being all merciful, without. having a 
ſtrict regard to his attribute of juſtice; they 
will, without much difficulty, be prevailed 
on to give up the doctrine of the ſatisfacti- 
on of Chriſt, and juſtification by his blood 
and righteouſneſs, as well as the neceſſity 
of the efficacious work of the Spirit in con- 
verſion. And when they come to think they 
are not indebted to theſe glorious perſons for 
either of theſe great advantages; the divinity 


of either the one, or the other, will be a , 


matter of no great moment to them. And, 
in a word, when they have reſolved to regu- 


Rom. viii. 38, 39. 


late 
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late their belief, not by the authority of 


vine revelation ; nor the conſiſtent EDS 


laid dovy in the goſpel ; ; but by the fallacious 


dictates of fallen reaſon ; they will quarrel 
with one revealed truth after another, as they 
find them attended with difficulties that 
they cannot reconcile to the ſtandard of trial 
which they have eſtabliſh'd ; and will wreſt 
5 to this purpoſe; till, at laſt, 
finding, there are doctrines (till left in reve- 
lation, which they cannot, perfectly, ſquare 
with theſe laws, and rules of judgment, 
which they have laid down to themſelves, 
and yet are not capable of being explained a 
way, they are driven to this difficulty; v/2. that, 
either their rule of judgment muſt be allow- 
ed to be deficient; or revelation it felf muſt 
be given up: and our degenerate times have 
roduced many dreadfu] inſtances of thoſe, 


who have choſen the latter. 7 


BU r, whatever others do, ſurely w 


 wRO profeſs to have ited to the 3 


of God, and to have received it as the rule 


of our faith, ſhall be obliged to conſider, 


that the e truths I have mentioned are 
to be found expreſſed in the ſtr ongeſt terms 
there; and that revelation it ſelf muſt ſtand 


1 43 r fall with them, Nor can they have done 


any ſervice to the cauſe of revelation, who 
have complimented the encmies of it, by de- 
livering up any of theſe doctrines : doctrines 
which were conſtantly inculcated by Chriſt, 
Ang his apoſtles, through the whole courſe 
= of 
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of their miniſtry ; doctrines that depend 
not only a few obſcure paſſages of holy writ, 
but ſuch as have the current of the ſcriptures 
on their ſide: doctrines which were diligently 
preached. by the primitive fathers of the 
church, in the pureſt ages of it ; which have 
overcome all forts of oppoſition in after times; 
and which have been ſeal'd with the blood 


of ſo many martyrs. We ſhall remember, 


cles as the baſis of the reformation from 
pery. And we ſhall, from theſe conſidera- 
tions, be encouraged to contend earneſtiy for 
their preſervation. 
LET us look but one age back, when theſe 
doctrines were generally received in theſe 
kingdoms; and what an holy and heavenly 
ſpirit breathed in the ſermons,in the writings, 
and in the lives of the eminent men of thoſe 
times ? what ſucceſs attended their publick 
labours, in the converſion of ſinners, and 
the edification of the ſaints? and how did the 
converſation of profeſſors recommend their 
principles? The common reproach that is caſt 
on the doctrines of grace, 1s, that they tend 
to licentiouſneſs; and the faſhionable teach 
ers of our times tell us, that their ſcheme 
is ſtrictly calculated to promote good works. 
But ſurely it will be in fa& acknowledged, 
when a juſt compariſon is drawn between 
the lives of profeſſors in the laſt age, and 
thoſe in this; that this change of principles 
| has been far from being attended with an 
improvement 


that our brave fore-fathers laid theſe 8 18 3 
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improvement in practical religion; the adver- 
faries of theſe glorious truths, themſelves, 


being judges. But muſt proceed, 


II. To ſhew you, who are, in the apoſtles 
: ſenſe, called to this rifſe. And 

I. As this epiſtle is directed 79 all the ſaints 
at Philippi; 15 every believer is called upon 
to take his part in the contention. All of us, 
as ſervants of the ſame maſter, are obliged 
to vindicate his honour; and, as members of 


the ſame myſtical body, we are all obliged, as 
much as in us lies, to defend the glory of 


our head. The common faith k ſhould be our 
common care. As waſhed in the ſame blood, 
and juſtified by the ſame righteouſneſs; as 
converted, and ſanctified, by the ſame ſpirit; 
as having the ſame privileges, and intereſts; 
and our faith and hope founded on the ſame 
bleſſed promiſes; and being alſo heirs of the 
ſame inheritance; we are all under the ſame 
common obligations, 20 hold faſt the profeſſion 
of the faith without wavering 1; and, in the 
ſeveral ſtations in which providence has pla- 
ced us, to /t7:ve diligently for its preſervation. - 
But, CCC 
2. TRE miniſters of God's word are, in an 

_eſpecial manner, to diſtinguiſh themſelves in 
this ffrife. As nothing can be more repug- 
nant to the honour of their character, than 
for them to apoſtatize from that goſpel which 
they are ſet to defend®, and to fight againſt 


| - that 
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that grace which is the ſubject of their miſ- 
ſion; ſo it is utterly inexcuſable, for them 
to be negligent obſervers of the inroads which 
fundamental errors make upon the church. 


They are as officers in the hoſts of the 


living God; and muſt recommend courage, 
and hardineſs, to the troops under their con- 


duct, by their own perſonal bravery. They 


may aſſure themſelves that the main of the 
oppoſition will be bent againſt them; but, ia 


nothing terrified by their adverſaries n, they 
mult hold faft the faithful word, as they have 
been taught ; that they may be able by ſound 


doctrine, both to exhort, and to convince gain- 


ſayers o. Let the tide of corruption run ever 


ſo ſtrong ; the oppoſition be ever fo violent; 
and the friends of the goſpel ever ſo few ; 


they muſt, notwithſtanding all this, as they 
have opportunity, preach the truth plainly, 


and boldly ; not ſhun to declare all the coun- 


: fel of God p; and be ready to vindicate it, in 


a chriſtian ſpirit, againſt every oppoſer ; they 
muſt neither fear the reproach and contempt, 
they will be like to meet with, on the ac- 


count of their teſtimony, nor be diſcourag'd 


by more violent perſecutions; but be ready 


to give up their lives, as well as their names, 


in its defence. And, | 


3. As miniſters, and private chriſtians are, 


in their ſeparate capacities, to ſrive in this 
good cauſe ; ſo muſt they unite in the ſtrife, 
Faithful miniſters will judge this to be a moſt | 


= Phil, „ © Titus, i, g. xXx. 27- 
„ un ſeaſonable 
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unſeaſonable time to feed their people with 
dry harrangues on morality; they will con- 

tinually labour to build them up in the faith 

* of this glorious, tho deſpis'd, goſpel: they will 

{trive to convince them of the value, and 
importance, of every doctrine it contains; and 
then ſuitably encourage them to a faithful 
diligence in its defence. And the people, on 
their part, ſhould ſupport, encourage, and 
| | defend their miniſters in the great, and diffi- 
cult ſhare they have in this work. Private 
chriſtians ſhou'd unite their prayers on this 
account, and ſpeak often one to another q about 
theſe things, helping to eſtabliſh each others 
hearts in the faith, and to ſtrengthen one 
anothers hands in the fight. Church ſt, 
by the doctrine they hold forth, their order, 
and their diſcipline, ſtrive in their ſeparate 
ſtate ; and both miniſters and churches ſhould 
aſſociate together, in order to carry on this 
good work. This was one great end of the 
- conſtitution of religious ſocieties; and to theſe 
purpoſes the members of the myſtical body 
of Chriſt are united, as by joints and bands r; 
_ even for the defence of the whole, and in 
order to maintain the honour of their com- 
mon head. But, . 


III. I am to enquire, with whom we are 
Rc Ad. 5 

1. I THINK the expreſſion includes a fr:ife 
with God himſelf. The faith of the goſpel is 


I Mal. iii. 16. r Col. ii. 19. 
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of divine original; and the goſpel is the go. 
fel of Gods; it was firſt planted by his au- 
thority, and ſupported with evidence from 
heaven; and is the revelation of the will of 
God to the children of men. That glorious 
Being, therefore, who ſent this bleſſed meſſage, 
muſt defend it, if ever it be preſerved; and give 
it ſucceſs, if ever it prevail. The grace of faith 
is the gift of Godt; and if it be increas du, it 


| muſt be from above. It is by the power of God 


we are kept through faith unto ſalvation w- 


therefore we muſt, with moſt fervent ſup- 


lications, and ſtrong cries, continually frive 


with God for this great blefling. We muſt 


like Jacob wreſtle with him, if ever we pre- 
vail x. And to this may be added, that as 


the apoſtle repreſents the ſaints as bees 70-— 


gether with God y, ſo we muſt join with 
heaven in the frrife. As we muſt pray for 


its ſucceſs, ſo we muſt chearfully embrace 


every occaſion that providence puts into our 


hands, and exert all our ſtrength and intereſt 
to ſubſerve the great deſign of God in the 5 


progreſs of the goſpel. But, 
2. We ſhall alſo find it needful to rive 


much with our own hearts. If we will be 
victorious over others, we muſt firſt conquer 


our ſelves; ſubdue our own pride, and covet- 
ouſneſs, our ſenſuality, and unbelief; we 
muſt labour hard with: our cold hearts, and 
carnal frames. The apoſtle Paul thus ex- 


* 1 Theſſ. ii. 9. V1 Pet. i. 
t Eph. fi. 8. * Gen. xxxii. 28. 
v Luke xvil. 5. LR Mx 
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advice with his own example. Every man, 


ſays he, that firiveth for the maſtery, is tem- 


berate in all things: now, they do it to obtain 
a corruptible crown, but wwe an incorruptible. 


I therefore ſo run, not as uncertainly : ſo fight 


T,not as one that beateth the air : but I keep un- 
der my body, and bring it into ſubjection, &c x. 
In a world of ſo much temptation, as that 
in which we live, it can be no eaſy matter to 
beware leſt, being led away with the error 


of” the wicked, we ſhould fall from our own 
ftedfaſtneſs*, And how much more difti- 


cult then will it be to overcome all the 
_ oppoſition which will ariſe from our indwel- 
ling corruptions, and our ſecular intereits 


to a publick appearance, in defence of a goſ- 


pel, however glorious in it ſelf, yet greatly 
deſpis'd by the world. And then, | 

3. As all good men ſhould unite their for- 
ces together in this conteſt ; ſo we ſhall find 


it no {mall part of our work to provoke. one 


another to a proper concern for the truth. We 


muſt fo fr:ive with our faithful and affectio- 


nate counſels, and with our diligent and lively 
examples, as to rouze the careleſs and indif- 
ferent ; and to give all the countenance and 


' encouragement we can, to thoſe that are up- 


” right and active in this ſervice. We muſt 
improve all the intereſt we have in each o- 
ther's hearts, in order to promote a lively 


exerciſe of the grace of faith, a ſteady adhe- 


SS Cor, 1 ix. 25, 26, a7 8 2 Pet. iii, 17. 
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horts the Corinthians, and ſtrengthens his 


1 
9 
1 
— 
1 
* 
= 
q (. I 
WE 
l 
= 
"mo 
4 
£ 
5 
125 
7 
* 
« 
i: F 
2 
ti, - 
* 
iy 
i 
3 
. 
* 
U 
7 
[3 
j 
'L 
|} 


—U— — " 2 
— 
r 
. 1 


50 We Clriflian Sri: 
rence to the doctrines of it, and a zealous 
induſtry for the advancement of both on the 
hearts of other men. But again, 

4. WE muſt ſtrive with all forts of gain- 
ſayers: thoſe who either openly oppoſe the 
truth, ſpeaking perverſe things®; or thoſe 
who, more privily, introduce their errors e; and 
with more ſecrecy and art corrupt the word 
of God d, and ſubvert the ſouls of men; Poil- 
ing them through philoſophy, and vain de- 
ceit e. Be the adverſaries of the faith ever ſo 
numerous or powerful; whatever be their cre- 
dit, or ſucceſs; and though their oppoſition 
be ever ſo violent and outragious; we muſt 
earneſtly contend for the faith which was once 
deliver'd to the ſaints*; and bear an upright, 
conſtant, and couragious teſtimony againſt 
them; giving no place, in ſuch a cauſe as 
this, on any terms whatſoever, Nor muſt 
we only ſtrive with ſeſh and blood, and with. 
the paſſions and corruptions of men, but, 

5. WE muſt wre/ile with principalitics 
and powers, with ſpiritual wickedneſſes in 

high places; with the prince of the power of 
the airs, and with the legions under his 
command. As the ſcheme of ſalvation, 
which is revealed in the goſpel,is the only way 
by which we can be deliver'd from the ruin 
into which human nature' has been betray'd 


by this great and cruel adverſary; ſo the policy 


v Acts xx. 30. f Jude v. 3 
„ „ s Eph. vi. 12. 
4 2 Cor. ii. 17. Ch. ii. 2. 


at Col, ii. 8. | | 
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and power of hell has in all ages been ſet a- 
gainſt the faith: and many a violent attempt 
has Satan made to overthrow the ſpiritual 
ſtructure, and to raze the foundations of it: 
But, bleſſed be God, the houſe is built upon a 
rock b, the foundation of it fands ſure i, 
and he gates of hell ſhall not, finally, prevail 
againſt ck. However, while we are in this 
enemy's country, we muſt maintain the fight, 
watch againſt the ſucceſs of all his devices, 
and conſtantly reſſt him, continuing fedfa aft 
in the faith l. Thus you ſee what powerful 
oppoſition we are like to meet with, from 
our own corruptions, and the corruptions of 
other men ; from the degeneracy, the pride 
and folly of this world, and from the ſub- 
tilty and malice of the powers of darkneſs ; 
and conſequently the abundant neceſſity we 
are under, to {tir up our ſelves, and to quick- 
en and encourage one another, what need 
we have to unite our whole force, and to 
ſeek after every needful aſſiſtance in this im- 
portant conflict. But, I come, 

IV. To ſhew you, how, or in what man- 
ner this contention is to be carried on: for, 
as we ſtrive; fo, we muſt not expect the 
crown,except we frive lawfullym, And then, 

1. IT muſt be with great e and 
gravity. Strife, even in ſecular and civil 
affairs will engage ſome attention of mind; 
and, oftentimes, indeed, they take hold too 


much of our attention : but, _— then the 


n Mat vii. 25, * Mat. xvi. 18, n 2 Tim,1l.5. 
i 2 Tim. ii. 19. 1 1 Pet. v. g. 
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ſacred nature, and vaſt importance, of what 


we contend about, ſhould ſuppreſs every vain 
imagination, and every . frothy word; and 
cloath all our endeavours with Fa Po 069 
The apoſtle Peter among other directions, as 
to our behaviour in the chriſtian v arfare : ; 
having directed us to gird up the loins of our 
minds, he adds, and be ſober, and hope to 


Ehe KS n, &c. It is no wonder that carnal 


men honld contend for a carnal ſcheme, in 


a trifling and wanton manner: but, it is ex- 


ceedingly out of character, for men calling 
themſelves ſaints, to plead for pure, and un- 


_ defiled religion in ſuch a ſpirit. It weakens 
the force of every thing they ſay in its de- 


fence; and I fear the indulgence of this 
temper of mind, by too many, has done 
more injury to chriſtianity, than at preſent 


they may be aware of. No— the man of 


Gol muſt be ſober ; his ſpeech muſt be always 


with grace, ſeaſoned with ſalt, that he may 
know how to anſwer every mano; he mult . 
fe fuch uncorruptneſs, gravity, and fince- 


rityP, as is becoming the dignity, and im- 


portance of that doctrine for which he pleads. 


2. WE ſhould ſtrive wiſely. The faith 


of the goſpel has the beſt arguments to ſup- 
port it. And tho' it fands not in the cu 


dom of this world; yet it ſhould be the en- 


deavour of every one, that engages in its 


= defence, to ſtudy to let thoſe ange in 


* 1 Pet. j. 3. | ” Dx. 1; 6, 
Ch. v. 8, P Titus ii. 7, 
< ; * , 3 the 
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for the Faith of the GospEI. 93. 
| the beſt light; that it receive no diſadvantage | 
by our management.. Thus, the mouth of 
the juſt ſhould bring forth wiſdom 4: and 
thus it is obſery'd of Szephen, in holy writ, 
that his oppoſers were ut able to anſwer the 
wwiſdom,as well as ſpirit with which he ſpabe r. 
Many good men have contended with zeal 
for truth ; but then they have done it ſo 
weakly, as greatly to injure the cauſe they 
have attempted to defend. We ſhould, there- 
fore, conſider how far we are lawfully called 
out to this ſervice ; and, in the ſhare we find 
ourſelves obliged to take, we ſhould ſeek for 
wiſdom from above : and, while we honeſtly 
labour to promote what we helieve to be 
truth, it will become us to uſe all poſſible 
diligence, conſideration, and prudence; and 
to give all reaſonable attention to the judge 
I ments of other men. | 

Non is this tre to be carried on with 
coldneſs and indifferency ; but with a con- 
cern of mind equal to its importance. Cer- 
tainly right reaſon teaches us this, and it is 
agrecable with the conduct of wiſe men in 
every other concern: who meaſure the ear- 
neſtneſs of their contention for any thing, in 
proportion to their apprehenſions of its va» 
fab. It muſt therefore be very irrational, 
as well as diſagreeable with the chriſtian cha- 
racter, for men to plead, as too many do, 
for the great fundamentals of our holy reli- 
| 8 with a negligence, that leads others to 


2 Proy. x. 31. Acts vi. 1% 
| doubt, 
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doubt, whether they are in earneſt ; or with 


a caution that gives room to fear they are 


aſham'd of it. Surely, when we confi- 
der, that in the ſupport and propagation of 
theſe truths, the glory of God himſelf is 
concern'd ; and that on them the ſalvation of 
immortal ſouls is built ; we ſhall find our 
ſelves obliged to ſhew that weare in earneſt, 


and that we dare not be aſhamed of that = 7 
_ goſpel ©, which diſplays the glory of free and |. 


ſoveraign grace, and on which our eternal 


welfare depends. Under the proper influ- | 
| ence of the Spirit, theſe conſiderations will 


engage us to be valiant for the truth, nor 
ſhall we be terrified by the adverſaries of itt; 

or ſuffer our zeal to be damp'd by the artful 
remonſtrances of thoſe, who, under the ſpe- 


cious pretext of catholiciſm would perſwade 
us to fit down quietly, and ſuffer ourſelves. 


to be robbed of this invaluable treaſure, 


without ſtruggling for its preſervation. We 


are commanded, you ſee, in the words of 


the text, to ſtrive for the faith; and rife, you 


know naturally includes earneſtneſs and a&ti- 


vity: and the word here us d u is very empha- 
tical, being an alluſion to the vigorous ſtruggle 


of the olympick combatants; and therefore 


we muſt attend to our duty with becomin 


activity, and, as the apoſtle Jude alſo exhorts 


us, we muſt earneſtly contend for the faith 
once deliver d to the ſaints", But =, 


r Rom. i. 16, u rob AgvTE. 
"nr x. 3- - - * Jude yil 3- 
t Phil, ii. 28. | 
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4. IT is altogether conſiſtent with the 
| zeal I have been recommending, that this 
trie ſhould be carried on with meekneſs of 
| ſpirit. A grace, which, as it beautifully 
adorned the character of the great author 
of our religion, ſo it well becomes his fol- 
lowers.. Such is the deceitfulneſs of our 
hearts in this infirm ſtate, that we cannot 
too diligently watch over them, on theſe oc- 
eaſions, leſt we purſue our own ſinful gra- 
tification, rather than the glory of God; 
and indulge our own paſſions and prejudices, 
under a pretended zeal for religion. If thus 
we /trive for maſtery, rather than for truth 
it ſelf, we may poſſibly obtain our end; and 
for the preſent triumph in a victory over our 
fellow creatures : but ſuch a conduct will ne- 
ver be approved of God; nor, on a cool re- 
flection, will it give any true ſatisfaction to our 
own minds. No ,—the weapons of our warfare 
are not carnal but ſpiritual, and ſo, mighty 
through God,. to the pulling down of ſtrong 
holds x. The ſecular arm muſt never be 
called in to enforce our arguments; no fire 
from heaven to conſume Y our adverſaries; nor 
muſt we by human wrath endeavour to work 
the righteouſneſs of God . Thus I conceive 
that chriſtian zeal, and a becoming earneſt- 
neſs for the important truths of the goſpel, 
together with the faithful uſe of thoſe ſpiri- 
tual weapons in its defence, which Chriſt 
has put into the hands of his church, are en- 
2 Cor. x. 4 „ Luks ix. 54, 55. 56, * James i. 20. 
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tirely conſiſtent with the humble, meek, and 


patient temper, which chriſtianity every 
where recommends. Carnal wiſdom, and 


ſecular power has been, it is true, often 3 


uſe of torecommend A rides to mens minds; 
though much oftner, Ithink, to ſupport falſ- 


hood than truth. But 4s Capi can never con- 


vince any man's judgment; but has rather a 


na tural tendency to prejudice the mind againſt 


the principles it is made uſe of to propagate; 
ſo nothing can be more contrary to the ge- 
nius and deſign of the goſpel, which neither 


wants, nor allows of any ſuch methods; 
and 8 us to the moſt gentle means, that 


are poſſible, in order to recover ſuch, as 


err from the truth. And yet thoſe who ” 
read the ſcriptures will not always be 1 impo- 
ſed upon to believe, that hereſy is an inno- 


cent thing; that there is no great danger in 


ſpeculative error, tho' it ſtrikes at the fun- 
damental principles: of our holy religion; 


that there are no ſpiritual Weapons left with 
the church in this caſe ; or that it is impoſſi- 


ble theſe weapons Gadd be uſed, without 
breaking in upon chriſtian liberty, or renoun- 
eing that charitable temper which is ſo much 

recommended in the goſpel. Again, 


Wr muſt always remember that our 
warfare is holy, and when we engage 1n it, 
we mult lay aſide every weight, and the fn 


wich moſt eafuly beſets usa. For if our cor- 
ruptions are not in a good meaſure ſubdued, 


8 Heb, xii. Is 


it 
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it is a vain thing for us to expect ſucceſs in 
this conflict. The God whom we ſerve is 
glorious in holineſsÞ : thoſe who firſt planted 
the goſpel were holy men, and they /pake as they 
were moved by the holy Ghoſt. The faith, for 
which we contend, is Holy; and it mult be 
maintained with a pure heart; and a good 
conſcience e. Nothing, ſurely, can be more 
out of character, than for men, while they 
undertake the defence of the goſpel of holi- 
neſs; to contradict the great deſign of its 
_ inſtitution by their unſanctified lives.; or, 
while they pretend to fight under the 

banner of a captain, ſo perfectly holy, and 
undefiled d, to refuſe a ſubjection to his 
diſcipline, and a conformity to his example: 
nor will he ever own fuch advocates; or 
accept ſuch inconſiſtent ſervices, Tis ſad, 
indeed, that there ſhould be any inſtan- 
ces of this kind: and how much they have 
obſtructed the ſucceſs of this important 
trie, has, too often, and too evidently, 
appear d. We, of all men, who, in this 
day of apoſtacy, profeſs to contend for the 
doctrines of rich and free grace, are obliged 
to maintain the ſtricteſt purity of converſa- 
tion; that men of corrupt minds may take no 
advantage, by our behaviour, to caſt diſgrace 

on the truths we defend, And indeed we 
tribe for another kind of purity, than the 
votaries of mere natural religion, and thoſe, 
who plead for the power of the creature in 
» Exod, xv. 11, * 1 Tim, i. 5. 4 Heb, vii. 26. 
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the work of converſion, pretend to. While 
they contend for the ſufficiency of a bare mo- 


ral reformation ; we profeſs to believe the ne- 


ceſſity of an inward f piritual change, wrought 


by no leſs power than that which raiſed Chriſt 


from the dead®. While an hiſtorical credit 
is eſteem'd ſufficient by many of theſe men, 
we plead for a lively faith t, which 7s the 
gift of God g; and for the divine work of the 
ſpirit in the heart, which will be naturally, and 
neceſſarily productive of the fruits of holineſs. 


We aſſert, with the apoſtle Paul, that the 


ſaints are choſen i in Chriſt Teſus, before the foun- 


dation of the world; that they are predeſtinated 
by divine grace, to be partakers of all the 
bleflings of falvation; and to this among the 


reſt, namely, that they ſhould be holy, and avi th 
out blame before him in love h: That they are 
not only from the beginning choſen to eternal 
life, but to holineſs in the way toit : and this, 
through the ſanctiſication of the ſpirit, and 
the belief of the truthi. Therefore, as we 
would be conſiſtent with our own principles, 


and profeſſion, we muſt out-ſtrip all others, 


in the purity of our hearts, and lives. And, 
if we thus ſtrive, I am perſwaded the uni- 
form beauty and holineſs of our converſati- 


ons will add great ſtrength to our arguments, 


and do more execution on the pernicious, er- 
rors we oppoſe, than can be eaſily imagined, 


© Fph. i. 20. h —Chap. i. 4, 5, 
EF James ii. * iz = ii. 13. 
£ Eph, ii. 8, 
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How powerfully Has the evidence of the 
holy life of many a plain chriſtian wrought 
on the minds of the adverſaries of the truth, 
when he has had but little capacity to argue 
for it with his lips? and, on the other hand, 
how have gain-ſayers been ſtrengthened in 
their oppoſition, by the irregular converſa- 
tion of too many, who have profeſs d a warm 
_ zeal for the ſublime doctrines of the goſpel ? 
Such men may be right in their notions ; but 
their hearts being unrenewed, and thoſe 
truths, they profeſs to believe, not having ta- 
ken root in their experience, they will always 
be ſubject to great inſtability in their own 
judgments. about them ; nor can they, with 
any propriety, recommend them to the re- 
gard of other men. Ina word, let men pre- 
tend what they will, while they live in fin, 
they are enemies fo God, and to the croſs of 
Chriſt, through wicked works; and while 
their lives are not ſubjected to the holineſs 
which the goſpel requires, their profeſſion 
is but mere pretence ; nor, though they pats 
into eternity with theſe good opinions, hal! 
they ever, without holineſs, ſee the Lord Kk. 
Tus, as all our behaviour muſt be holy; 
fo, in a ſpecial manner, muſt our ſtrife be 
carried on in this temper. The faith of the 
_ goſpel wants no pious fraud to ſupport it, no 
treachery, no deceit, no fleſbly wiſdom }; 
but our defence of it muſt be plain, honeſt, 
and undiſguiſed ; becoming the ſimplicity, 
and purity of its nature; and agreeable to 
F Heb, xii. 14. iz Con hk ta. © 
1 1 1 
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the conduct of its great author, and thoſe 
holy men, who, under the influence of the 
Spirit, firſt delivered it to mankind. And 
then, 

6. And laſtly, we muſt firive conſtantly ; 
we muſt never give out; no dangers muſt. 
terrify us; no flatteries muſt divert us; no 
weakneſs of our own muſt tempt us 10 de- 
cline the conflict : having put our hand to 
the plough, we muſt not Jook back® : ha- 
ving taken up our ſpiritual weapons, we muſt 
never lay them down, till the compleat vi- 

ctory 1s obtain'd. We muſt he a: always 
to give an anſwer to every man that aſteth us 
4 reaſon of the hope that is in us, with 
 meekneſs and fear®.; and publickly, and ex- 
licitely, to own, and defend the precious 
Faith of the goſpel. We, who are honoured 
with the character of goſpel miniſters, muſt 
watch, and Hand. ta aſt in the faith, quit our 
ſelves like men, and be ſtrong; we muſt, 
with honeſt boldneſs, in the worſt of times, 
conſtantly preach the pure goſpel of Chriſt, 
and faithfully defend it, againſt all forts of 
gain-ſayers : we muſt continually labour to 
build up thoſe committed to our care, in the 
fame faith, and exhort them to the ſame ſted- 
faſtneſs. And you, that profeſs to have re- 
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Cerved the truth in the love, and power of 


it, are indiſpenſably bound to ſupport, 
encourage, and defend your miniſters in 
dis conflict; and to do what in you lies 

* Luke i ix. 62. " Fet. ii iii. bs 
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to continue a ſucceſſion of able, ſound, and 
faithful miniſters to poſterity: In one word, 
we muſt all, both miniſters and people, in 
all places, in the houſe of God, and in our 
own houſes, both abroad and at home, at 
alE times, and in every company, ſee that 
| 3 and recommend 4 doctrine, 
which we preach, and which, both you and 
we believe, by a converſation that, every way, 
becomes it. Thus muſt we unite our en- 
deavours, our of a pure heart, and a good 
conſcience, and faith unfeigned ” and Rand 
faſt to our chriſtian colours; nor ever quit 
the field; but reſolve, in divine ſtrength, if 
we are call d to reſiſt unto blood p, even 75 5 
chearfully to lay down our lives in this glo- 
rious cauſe. But I proceed, | 
*V. To put you in mind of ſome of the 
principal difficulties, which attend this ſtrug- 
ole; eſpecially i in our time, - 
AND, indeed, as the cauſe is good and 
great; fo we muſt expect that the ſtrength 
and violence of the oppoſition will bear ſome 
proportion to it. If we heartily engage in 
the defence of the faith, the powerful, old, 
and ſubtil adverſary will be exerciſing all his 
{kill, his malice, and his power againſt us: 
the darkneſs of the underſtandings, the cor- 
| ruption of the hearts of men, and their car- 
nal intereſts, will greatly ſtrengthen the o po- 

ſition; and, eſpecially at preſent, the faſhion 
pf t] the times is againſt us. Many of . 
| * ; Tim, i. Go f Heb. xii. 4, 


* 
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wiſe and learned men of this world are liſt- 
ed among the gainſayers of the faith, and 
ſeem to grow more and more determin'd in 
their oppoſition to it. Their ſucceſsof late years 
has been great; the contagion ſpreads moſt 
dreadfully among the riſing generation; and we 
hear of freſh apoſtacies from the truth, almoſt 
every day. Our Seminaries of learning are cor- 
rupted, and many, it is to be feared, find 
their way into the miniſtry, in an unconver- 
ted ſtate; while ſome, who profeſs to be the 
embaſſadors of Jeſus Chriſt, appear to be 
the avowed enemies of the faith of his goſ 
pel. Our adverſaries gloſs their deſtructive 
errors with the appearance of reaſon ; they 
compliment their votaries with encomiums 
upon their natural powers, in order to draw 
them off from a ſenſe of the neceſſity of 
divine grace; and ſooth them with ſuch re- 
preſentations of the pretended fafety of their 
ſtate, as naturally tend to lead them away from 
a proper attention to the awakening calls of 
the goſpel. When any active attempts are 
uſed to rouze men from this dangerous ſecu- 
rity, there are not wanting ſome of theſe 
ſons of wiſdom, who place themſelves in 
the ſeat of the ſcornful, and their mouthg 
are fill'd with reproach and mockery : and, 
with all their pretences to charity and catho- 
liciſm, few can eſcape with the character of ha- 
ving a tolerable ſhare of integrity or common 
ſenſe, who do not bow the knee to the faſhi- 
onable corruptions; or that dare to plead * | 

: TT | the 
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the faith which was once delivered to the 
ſaints, and for the good old paths of their fore- 
fathers. Though, it is eaſy to obſerve, in many 
inſtances, that men no ſooner commence ſcep- 
ticks' as to the faith of the goſpel, but they 
are preſently allowed to be both wiſe and 
honeſt, Theſe are no ſmall difficulties for 

us to encounter: and I with I could ſt 
here, and ſay that theſe were all. But alas 
for the perſonal and private piques among _ 
good men] Alas for the zeal that is waſted *® 
about lefler matters! Alas for. the indulg'd 
corruptions of our own hearts! for the ſpirit 
of the world! and for unbelief ! From theſe 
things our greateſt diſcouragements ariſe. If 
theſe could but in any good degree be over- 
come; cou'd we but unite our hearts and hands 
together; and be found in the conſtant exerciſe 

of faith, and prayer ; the adverſaries of our 
Lord, and his goſpel, would ſoon fall before us. 
Let me therefore, | 
VI. Lay before you ſome of thoſe mo- 
tives, which, even in theſe bad times, may 
encourage our faithfulneſs, and reſolution, in 
%% And, oo Boone 
I. REMEMBER it is a good cauſe. This 
_ conſideration has often afforded men great en- 
couragement in their ſecular conteſts ; when 
the occaſion of the rie has not been frivolous, 
nor the ſide they have taken been unjuſt ; but 
upon careful examination it has appeared to 
have been founded in equity, and right rea- 
ſon ; and in defence, too, of what was worth 
| 8 | contending 
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contending for. Thus, when they have 
fought for their rightful ſovereign, and a good 
prince, for the laws of their country, and their 
moſt valuable hberties; when they have en 
gaged in defence of their eſtates, their fami- 
lies, and their own lives. In ſuch caſes as 
theſe, not only the juſtice of the cauſe, but 
the importance of it, has ſupported their F 
minds under difficulties, which would other- 
wiſe have been inſuperable ; and enabled 'em 
to meet the greateſt dangers, with more than 
common courage; and reſolution. But, what 
are all theſe things, when compared with 
thoſe, for which we contend? We are not 
liſted in the ſervice of an earthly prince; nor _ | 
engag'd in defence of the crowns and EE 
ſceptres of this world : but the cauſe,in which = 
we ſtrive, is the cauſe of the/eternal God | 
himſelf: it is the cauſe of Chriſt Jeſus, He A „ 
King of kings, and the Prince of the kings of | : 
| the earth d; and in defence of the brighteſtt 
gem in his crown, the glory of his divine 
- nature: it is the cauſe of our great friend 
of and Saviour; unto whom we are under the 
ſtrongeſt obligations; who being in the form | 
of God, thought it not robbery to be equal 1 
with God; but emptied himſelf", and > 1 
though he was rich, yet, for our ſakes, , 
became poor, that we through his poverty | 
might be rich* : it is for his fake, who wreſt- 
led with ftrong cries and tears for us, and. 


Rer. i, 35. Phil. ü. 6, 7. 2 Cer. vii. 9. 
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was heard in that he fearedt; who under- 
went on our account all ſorts of contradiction 
from ſinners ; who endur'd the croſs and def- 
piſed the ſhame"; who redeemed us from 
the curſe of the law, being made a curſe for 
usw; who trod the wine-preſs of his father's 
wrath alone*; and, as the Captain of our 
ſalvation, was made perfect thro' ſufferingsY. 
And, has he gone thro' all this for us? has 
he thus wept, and bled, and died for us? 
has he thus ſatisfied divine juſtice, appeas'd 
the wrath of God, repaired the injury done to 
that ſacred law which we had broken ? has 
he thus made peace through the blood of his 
croſs *, made an end of fin, and brought in 
everlaſting righteouſneſs*? has he wreſtled 
with principalities and powers in our behalf, 
and *riumph'd over them b? has he in our na- 
ture, and for our ſake, grappled with the king 
of terrors, ; and by dying conquer'd death ? 
has he burſt the bands of the grave, that 
a way might be made for us to uinmortality 
and eternal life? has he done all theſe great 
things, I ſay, for us; and ſhall we not 
intereſt our ſelves above all things in the con- 
cerns of his glory; and eſteem the cauſe of 
' 3 Chriſt the deareſt, and moſt valuable cauſe in 
7 which we can potlibly engage? Will not, 
m one word, the principles of gratitude a- 
waken in our minds a moſt ardent emulation 


© Heb. V. 7. Y Heb. ii. 10. 
4 Ch. xii. 2, 3. ei 20. 
Gal. iii 13. Dan. ix. 24. 
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in this glorious /trife ? Let us remember that 


we /trive tor the glory of that great and 
good Spirit, to whole gracious influences we 
are indebted for all the true knowledge we 
have of God ; for the degree of ſpiritual life 
to which we have attain'd ; for g eee 
peace of conſcience, and all the hope w 
have of future glory: : to whoſe dee 
and aſſiſtance we are alſo indebted for our ſafe 
conduct, thus far, through a weary wilderneſs; 
and who will not quit his charge, but bring 
us home to our father's houſe, . lodge us 
ſafely in that reſt which remains for the peo- 
ple of God, We ſtrive not for a body -# 
human laws, though ever ſo wiſe or + 
but for the heavenly charter: no nor only 
for a legal inſtitution, of divine original, 
which was given by the diſpe Aion of angels a, 
and put into the hand of Moſes; but, we 


ftrive for the faith of the goſpel; for that 


grace and tri th that came by Feſus Chriſt e. 
Nor is it for one particular article of faith 
only; but for many, and for thoſe that are 
molt important; for the object of this faith ; 
and for the faith i it ſelf. It is not only for our 
natural, or civil rights and privileges, which, 


however valuable in themſelves, are but of a 
temporary duration; but, tor the adoption of 


ſons t, the liberty wherewith Chriſt has made 
s frees, the glorious privileges which the 


goſpel eds us here, and the ö of 


© Heb. iv. . f Gal. iv. 5. 
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all thoſe precious promiſes, on which the e- 


ternal welfare of our immortal ſouls depends. 
We rive not in defence of a political com- 
mon-wealth, and a kingdom here below; 
but for the k:ngdom of God, the general aſ- 


Jembly of the church of the firft-born, whoſe 


names are written in heaven h: not for an 


earthly eſtate; but an eternal and 7ncorrup- 

tible inheritance among the ſaints in light i: 

not for the preſervation of our ſhort lives here, 
and the outward good things by which they 
are ſupported, and comforted ; but for the 
lives of our ſouls; for the bleſſings and privi- 
leges by which they are nouriſhed in time, 
and made perfectly happy for ever: not for the 


fading ſhort-liv'd glory of this world ; but for 


the crowns and thrones, and eternal honours 
of the world above. Such is the cauſe, my 
brethren, -in. which we are engaged. And 
ſince e ee that ĩt * beſt, the 
moſt glorious cauſe in the whole world; I 
am ſure you are perſuaded, alſo, that it ought 
to be defended with the greateſt watchfulneſs 
% 

2. Wx ſhall ſtill be more effectually ſtir d 
up to the faithful diſcharge of our duty in 
this conteſt, if we conſider, on the other 
hand, the fatal conſequences of neglecting it. 
Indolence and cowardice, in ſuch a cauſe as 
this, mult certainly expoſe us to the juſt re- 
ſentments of all good men, and to the con- 
tempt, even, of the enemies of the truth 


> Heb. xii. 23. 4 Col. i. 12. 2 
| K 2 themſelves 
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themſelves; and, which 1s ſtill worſe, to the 
| ſevere reproaches of our own minds. But, 


this is not all; if the glory of God, the ho- . 


nour of the great Redeemer and the gracious 


Sanctifier of the church, and the intereſt of the 
truth, ſhould ſuffer by our negligence; what 


account ſhall we be able to give of our conduct 
at the great day? and how hazardous muſt 


ſuch a behaviour be to the welfare of our 
own ſouls? What compariſon can be drawn 


between the things of time, and thoſe of 
eternity? and how exceeding weak mult it 
then be, and what bitter reflections will it 
fill our hearts with, in the end, to have ſpent 
the ſtrength and vigour of our lives, in a 

oor low contention for our right in moment- 


ary things; while we have tamely ſubmitted 
to the loſs of this inc{timable treaſure? and 


how ſhall we anſwer it even to our poſterity, 


in the day of account; that while we have 


been ſolicitouſly ſtriving to provide for them 


a ſhare of this empty world, we have coward- 


ly given up that goſpel which we were under 
the moſt indiſpenſible obligations to tranſmit 
down to them in its uncorrupted purity, and 
which is of infinitely more value than mil- 
lions of gold and filver ? Have we juſtly glo- 
ried in the faithfulneſs and bravery of our 
forefathers, who loved not their lives unto 
death k for the ſake of this goſpel? — yes 
we have: but alas! what will our poſterity 
ſay of us; if in a day of ſo much caſe and 

| ® Rey. xii. 11, | 
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liberty as this, we ſupinely part with this in- 


_ valuable bleſſing? and will not all the igno- 


rance, the fin, and miſery, that muſt, and 
will be the ſad portion of our unhappy coun- 
try, when ever the goſpel leaves it, in a great | 


meaſure, lie at our door? Again, 


3. LET it be confider'd, that though it be 


acknowledg'd that this conflict is attended 


e 


with many great difficulties ; yet all ſuitable 
afliſtance is provided for our ſupport, and en- 
couragement. We have the word of God 
for our commiſſion, and to direct us in the 
engagement ; we have our weapons, and all 
our military furniture, from above; we 
have the liberty of approach to the throne 
of grace, always, with all prayer and 


-  ſupplication, in the ſpirit); and we have the 


precious®, and faithful® promiſes of the ever- 


laſting goſpel to encourage our. hearts. Men 
who are truly good, the ſaints, who are the 
excellent of the earth o, muſt needs be on our 
fide; and, which is infinitely more conſide- 
rable, the Spirit of God is engag'd to ſupport 
and ſtrengthen us, and we have Chriſt him- 
ſelf for our leader. As we have the advan- 
tage of his conduct ; ſo he has ſet before us 


the moſt illuſtrious example of faith and pa- 


tience, of ſtedfaſtneſs and fortitude, and eve- 
ry other grace, in his own perſon, who, as 


the great captain of our ſalvation p, has gone 


on conquering and to conquer 4. It muſt be 


1 Eph. vi. 18. 5 © pf. xvi. 3. 
m 2 Pet. i. iu. | P Heb. ii. 10. 
8 Hed. X- 23. 41 Rev. vi. 2. 
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remember'd alſo, that the prophets, and: apo- b 


- Mes, and a cloud of witneſſes, in the primi- 


tive times of chriſtianity, have gone ſucceſs- 
fully through the ſame conflict ; have Fought 


this good fight of faith; have gain'd the vi- 


tory, and are now reaping the fruit of all 


their toils and ſufferings, in the unſpeakable 
lory of the upper world. Nor ſhould we 
1 the holy boldneſs of faith, the great 


courage and conſtancy of thoſe eminent | 


men who were engag'd in reforming theſe, 
and other nations, from popery ; and the ſted- 


faſtneſs of many of our later predeceflors, 
who bravely ſtood their ground at the begin- 


ning of the apoſtacy from the fundamental 
doctrines of that glorious reformation. A 


frequent ſurvey of theſe great and good ex- 


amples; of the ſpirit in which they acted, 

and the ſucceſs they met with, would greatly 
tend to animate us, under all our diſcourage- 
ments, to a ſuitable behaviour in this warfare. 

And \methinks, the union, induſtry, and vigour, 

of the adverſaries of the truth, ſhould alſo 
ſtir us up to more diligence, and to cultivate 
a greater harmony among our ſelves. They 
differ, indeed, from one another, about what 
they would build up in the room of the faith 


of ihe goſpel; but they ſeem all to be agreed 


in their meaſures of pulling it down. And 
ſurely, then, all good men ſhould conſider 


that it is high time for them to learn to 


Proportion their zeal for thoſe principles, for 
which * contend, according to their na- 


ture, 
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ture and importance; and not to ſuffer their 


warmth about differences in judgment, of 


leſſer moment, to prevent that neceſſary u- 
nanimity which the ſecurity of the Funda 


mental doctrines of chriſtianity requires. And 


though, I confeſs, when we caſt our eyes 
around, we behold ſuch a ſad coldneſs of 
ſpirit, and negligence of behaviour in many, 
who call themſelves the friends of vital reli- 
gion, as affords us but a melancholy proſpect; 
yet, even this ſhould be ſo far from diſcou- 
raging us from Ariving, that it ſhould ex- 
cite us to the more activity in a cauſe 


which muſt not be given up, on any terms 


whatſoever; and a cauſe too, which, tho? 


all men friake it, can never be utterly over- 


thrown. And, | 
4. THIS may be conſider d as another 


motive to encourage us; namely, that they 


who maintain this ffrife, may be aſſured of 


ſucceſs in the end. This is not the caſe always 


in other conteſts, though the ſide we take 
may be founded in reaſon and juſtice. But 
of this, through grace, we may aſſure our 


ſelves, that though the enemies of the faith 


may ſeem to get the better, and may triumph 


for a time, yet, in the end, the faith of the 
goſpel maſt and will overcome. The cove- 
nant, on which the whole ſcheme of our 
faith is built, is founded in the eternal faith- 
fulneſs of God himſelf: he that is both the 


author, and the object of this faith, is the 
-_- of ages, againſt whom the ao of hell 


Can 
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can never prevail; and that eternal Spirit, 


who has undertaken to conduct us through 


every danger, and to preſerve us unto the co- 
ming of our Lord Feſus, is able to perform 


his engagement; and he will do it r. Though 
they that maintain this faithful frife may 


ſometimes 55 yet they y ſhall not be utterly 
caſt down : for te Lofd upholdeth them with 


his hand*. The archers may ſhoot at them, 


and ſorely grieve them; yet ſhall their bow, 


abide in ſtrength, and the arms of their hands 


be made ſtrong, by the hands of the mighty 
God o, Farobt: and though they meet with 
all forts of oppoſition ; and for Chriſt's /ake 


are killed all the day Jong ; ; and are accounted 


as fheep for the flaughter ; yet, in all theſe 


things they muſt, they will in the end, nay, 


the word of God ſays, they are, already, more 


than conquerors, through bim that hath loved 


them u. And, 
LAs Lv, this ſtruggle will not only iſſue 
in a compleat victory, but be aſſuredly atten- 


ded with a moſt glorious reward. This is 


What greatly encouraged the worthies under 
the old teſtament, who through faith ſubdued 
kingdoms, ſtopped the mouths of lions, quenched 
the violence of fire, out of weakneſs were made 
Hung. who waxed valiant in fight, and turned 
to flight the armies of the aliens; who had 


trials of cruel Te, and ſuffered the 


Sen. xlix. 23.124. 
ii, 24. u Rom. viii. 36, 37- 
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the evidence of things not ſeeny. It was 
the glorious proſpect of this great and ſure 
reward, that bore up the heart of the apoſtle 


Pail, ami all the diſtreſſes which attended 


him, in the extraordinary ſhare he had in 
this conflict; and with which he encouraged 
others to behave valiantly, in the ſame en- 


gagement. He went thro' perils of various 
kinds; from his own country men; from the 


H eat ben, and from falſe brethren ; perils in 


the city, in the wilderneſs, and 7n the ſea; 
he endured wearineſs and painfulneſs, bun- 
ger and thirſt, cold and nakedneſs ; he was 


in labours moſt abundant, in ſtripes above 
meaſure, in priſons frequent, and in deaths 
oft*, But he confidered the faithfulneſs of 
that God, on whoſe promiſes he reſted; and 


being cloathed: with the armour of righteouſ- 
neſs, on the right hand, and on the left ; 


went on with courage, thro' honour, and 


difhonour ; thro' evil report, and good re- 
ort; as a decei ver, and yet true; as unknown, 


and yet well known ; as dying, and yet living; 


as chaſtened, but not killed; as ſorrouful, 


yet alway rejoicing ; as poor, yet making 
"many rich; as having nothing, and yet poj- 
left mg all things 2, Thus, looking to that 


w Heb. xi. 339—38, * 2 Cor. xi. 23z—27 
* V. 26, 27. e ms vi. 10 
! Heb, xi. 1. 5 
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| moſt torturing kinds of death w: they endured, 
as ſeeing him who is inviſible; and looked tothe 
. recompence of the reward above x; their faith, 


being the ſubſtance of things hoped for, and 
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crown of righteouſneſs which was laid up for 
him; and which, he was aſſured, the Lord, the 


_ righteous Fudge would beſtow upon him in the 


upper world b, he was encouraged to hold faſt 


the profeſſion of his faith without wavering e; 
to preach the goſpel faithfully, and to defend 


it bravely, againſt all ſorts of corruption. And 


as he thus fought the good fight himſelf, and 


having kept the faith, finiſhed well; ſo he 
_ encouraged his ſon Timothy to the ſame ſted- 
faſtneſs and reſolution, from the proſpect 


of the ſame reward, namely, that he might, 


alſo, lay hold on eternal life d. Nay, even 


Chriſt himſelf, the great Captain of our ſal- 
vation, diſdain'd not to take encouragement, 


under his unſpeakable ſorrows, by having 


his eye fixed on the reward of glory; and 
for the joy that was ſet before him, he endu- 
red the croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, and he 1s 
now ſet down at the right hand of the throne 


of Gode. As our forerunner he is enter'd © 


into the fruition of that glory f, and has ſe- 
cur'd a ſuitable proportion of reward, for eve- 


ry one of his victorious followers. Tho' | 
men behave with ever ſo much valour and 
conduct, in the armies of this wards they | 


are notalways rewarded according to their me- 


rit ; nay, ſometimes they receive diſgrace and 


contempt from thoſe whom they ſerve,inſtead 
of the honours they have had reaſon to ex- 


pet : and if they do, at any time, obtain the 


d 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. e Heb, xi. 2. 
* Heb. x 23- : - f Heb. vi. 20. 
41 Tim. vi. 12. En, | 
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ed; what doth the poſſeſſion of it afford 
them, but an experimental conviction of its 
emptineſs, and incapacity to Sive them the 
ſolid ſatisfaction they expected? B 
Truth has aſſured thoſe who overcome in this 


their great Leader in his throne, even, as he 
has overcome, and is ſet down with the Fa- 


our ears have heard of more, and the con- 


and eternal weight of glory i. As it infi- 


of all the glorious luminaries that adorn the 


glory which they have moſt ardently purſu- 


ut eternal 


warfare, that, tho they have not the leaſt merit 
of their own to plead, yet they ſhall t with 


ther in hiss. And what tongue can deſcribe . 
the glory of that condition! We have ſeen 
much created excellency with our eyes, 


ceptions of our hearts may have exceeded 
both; but this glory tranſcends all' theſe : 
for, eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither 
hath it enter'd into the heart of man to con- 
ceive, how great it ish. The apoſtle ſeems to 
labour for words to expreſs, if it had been 
poſſible, what is, indeed, beyond all expreſ- 


ſion, when he calls it, @ far more exceeding, 


nitely ſurpaſſes all ſublunary glory; as it ex- 
cels all the diadems and thrones of kings 
and emperors below, and outſhines the luſtre 


heavens; ſo the duration of it compleats its 
perfection. The pompous triumphs of the 


which they began: the laurels of ſome o 
the moſt ſucceſsful heroes in this world have 
1 Rev. iii, 21. Þ 1Cor.ii.g, © 2Cor.iv, 17. 


Is - quickly 
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quickly faded: many great men have out- 


lived the honours they have acquir'd 4s 
their valour; and none of them cou'd ever 


carry their trophics beyond the grave: when 


this ſhort life is finiſhed, the greateſt princes up- 
on earth muſt reſign their crowns and ſceptres, 
and all human glory will be over: nay, the 
lamps of heaven ſhall be one day put out; 
the moon ſhall be cover'd with Jabel 
and the ſun ſhall have finiſh'd his race, and 


ſhine no more for ever. But, when millions 
of ages have roll'd on, in the tranſporting en- 


joyment of thoſe eee honours, 
which ſhall be the reward of theſe chriſtian 
conquerors, they are but ning a tri- 


umph, which ſhall never end. 


I T. remains, that I offer two or 5 in- 


ferences from What hath been ſaid; and I 
ſhall conclude. And 


_ Firſt, We may Re] hence learn the 
mournſul ſtate of ſeveral forts of perſons. As, 
1. THAT of poor, careleſs, ſtupid, "wi 


ners; who entirely neglect, and deſpiſe the 


goſpel of ſalvation ; who are ſo far from con- 


tending for its purity, that they regard it not 


at all; ſo far from ſtriving to convey it 
down, in its native ſimplicity, to generations 
that ſhall come after them, that they utterly 
neglect laying hold of the advantages of it 
themſelves, Their caſe muſt needs be de- 


plorable, eſpecially, in a land of ſo much 


light as thus, e and dangerous infa- 


tuation | 


AY 


$ 
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tuation indeed! for men, in contempt of all 


the evidence which the goſpel affords, againſt 


its moſt awakening calls, and moſt gracious 


encouragements, to waſte that ſtrength and 
vigour, in a mean and low contention for the 


ſhadows of ſenſe and time, which ſhould 
be employ'd in the purſuit of ſo rich a prize, 


as the light and love, the grace and glory 


that is revealed there! But, | 
2. How much more dreadful, then, muſt 
their condition be ; who, not only neglect Wo” 


embrace the goſpel themſelves; or to Ha 


it in its purity among other men; but, Who 


dare fight againſt it? This is a deplorable caſe 


in the darker parts of the world, where the 


evidence and importance of this faith, and 


the beauty and glory of this goſpel, is hid 
from the people. But, that any ſhould be 
ſo abandoned, under all the advantages, which 


ve of bs nation enjoy, 1s moſt aſtoniſhing ! 
And yet 
our time? Nor is it the caſe only of the moſt _ 


ow common are theſe inſtances in 


ignorant; but even many of thoſe who have 
been trained up in the aurture and admonition 
of the Lord, who have been bleſſed with more 
than common advantages of education, who 
have profeſſed to taſt of the power, and 
feel the efficacy, of internal religion, have 
apoſtatized, and become the moſt determined 
enemies of the goſpel of Chriſt. Many, we 
all know, are the open, and avowed oppoſers 
of divine revelation. The condition of theſe. 
wretches is, Indeed, moſt dreadful, as to 

themſelves ; ; 
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themſelves; and in the end they will find 
it to be ſo: but, as to their attempts upon 
other men, the more open they are, per- 
haps, the leſs dangerous. But, the moſt 
grievous wounds the goſpel has received, have 
been in the houſe of its pretended friends. 
And, a little reflection will convince us, that 
the abſurd, and blaſphemous reaſonings of the 
Deiſts did but little execution, comparatively, 
till a ſet of men aroſe, among our ſelves, 
who paved the way for that amazing ſucceſs, 
a theſe ſworn enemies of Chriſt Jeſus 
have of late years obtained. It is, indeed, 
moſt ſhocking to conſider, that ſome, under 
the character of chriſtian miniſters, inſtedd 
of contending earneſtly for the faith of Chriſt, 
are induſtriouſly ſapping the fundamental 
principles of it. For, what elſe are they 
doing, who labour to rob the great author 
of it of the glory of his divine nature; and 
to deprive men of the advantage of his in- 
carnation, by denying his attonement for 
fin, and the very being, as well as the ſancti- 
fying operations of the Holy Spirit, who is 
only able to make us partakers of the ſalva- 
tion Chriſt has purchas d. Thus, theſe men, 
under a pretence of ſecuring the morals of 
chriſtianity, make a wicked ſurrender of the 
faith of it; and, to add one contradiction to 
another, even, while they pretend to take 
upon them the publick defence of divine re- 
velation, baſely betray it into the hands of 
its moſt implacable enemies: a conduct that 


are about to join. Dreadful caſe 


for the Faith of the Gosp Rl. gg 

can hardly be accounted for, but by ſuſ- 

petting it is into the hands of 1 they 

rd, if 

the eyes of theſe men be not ſoon ppen'd, 
what will their end be! Again, 

z. WRA ſhall we think of their caſe, 
who, after engaging in this conflict for a long 
time, and ſtill continuing to profeſs an at- 
tachment to this good and glorious cauſe, 
are, yet, grown lukewarm in ſuch a day as 
this? who have pleaded for the truth, with _ 
ſome appearance of zeal, when few, com- 
paratively, oppos'd it ; but, now a torrent of 
error and blaſphemy is bearing down all be- 
fore it, have not the heart to ſtand up in the 
defence of that Saviour by whom they are 
redeem'd, and of that goſpel which brings 
the good news of it; nay, perhaps, uſe their 
endeavours to quench the zeal of others too ? 
Whatever rich grace may do for theſe men, 
ſurely, they have little reaſon to entertain 
their minds with the pleaſing proſpect of a 
large ſhare in the glory of that triumph, 
concerning which 1 have been ſpeaking. 
But, | 5 


Secondly, Wu Ax reaſon have we to bleſs 
God, that there are a few yet left who have 
another ſpirit? and what great honour has 
God been pleaſed to confer on them? Let 
them not be diſcouraged from the paucity 
of their number, nor the power and fury of 
their adverſaries, God has been us'd to glo- 

” rifie 
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rifie his wiſdom and power, by carrying on 
his work by a few hands; and that in a way, 
at which carnal reaſon ſtumbles. Poor Ei- 
Jah was ready to give up the cauſe in a trying 
time; and as he hardly thought there were 
any left in 1/ael, but ſuch as had forſaken 
the covenant of the Lord; fo he almoſt for- 
got that the arm of the Lord was not ſhorten- 
ed, if it had been ſo; and, therefore, con- 
cluded that it was better for him to die than 
fo live. But, God condeſcended to his 
weakneſs, and comforted him in his diſtreſs, 
by letting him know, that there were yet /e- 
ven thouſand in Iſrael which had not bowed 
the knee unto Baal*, And, in God's time, 
you know, that the good work revived. Our 
Bleſſed Lord himſelf was alone in the great 
conflict he paſs'd through: and many of his 
followers have had but few to join them. 
And, therefore, though the faithful witneſſes 
for truth and holineſs ſhould be reduced to 
never ſo ſmall a number, we ought to en- 
courage our ſelves in the Lord, who lives 
for ever, and is ſubject to no change; we 
ſhould comfort our ſelves with the confidera- 
tion of the ſure eſtabliſhment, alſo, of that 
faith, which can never be utterly overthrown. 
And, through infinite goodneſs, even in thefe 
bad times, there are ſome left among us, who 
are not aſhamed to own it. The numerous 
aſſemblies we have been bleſs'd with at theſe 
. exerciſes, and the ſerious, and affectionate 


* 1 Kings xix, 
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attention that has been obſerved on theſe 8 


occaſions, are comfortable evidences that the 
Lord hath not quite forſaken us; and afford 
no ſmall ſatisfaction to thoſe who have 
been principally concerned in this attempt, 
towards the revival of primitive zeal for the 
doctrines of grace, and the power of godli- 
neſs. To which I will add, that the deſign 
which you have ſet on foot, in order to -ſe- 
cure a ſucceſſion of able and faithful Mini- 
ſters of the new teſtament, has met with 
ſuch ſucceſs, already, as greatly encourages 
you to proceed. A truly chriſtian and noble 
deſign it is; and happily calculated to main- 
_ tain this godly frzfe, by encouraging thoſe, _ 
only, in this great work, who appear to have 
felt the power of the goſpel on their own 
hearts, and therefore are moſt likely to main- 
tain che faith of it, in their miniſtry. Thus, 
my Brethren, if you continue to uſe your 
chriſtian, and united endeavours in this good 
work; if you go on to labour, in a right 
ſpirit, for the ſecurity of the faith of the 
goſpel, and the proſperity of vital and expe- 
rimental religion; if you follow. theſe en- 
deavours with your conſtant and fervent ſup- 
plications to the throne of grace; and if you 


do not grow weary nor faint in your minds; 


you need not doubt of ſucceſs: for, that 
God who hears prayer, and who has encou- 
raged you to fack ſervice as this, with many 
a gracious promiſe, will not fail to crown it 
with a bleſſing. And, I would hope, the 
„„ „ .. -ferious 
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ſerious, and repeated exhortations, that are 
given at theſe exerciſes, together with the 
united prayers of ſo many of the people of 
God, as, are on theſe occaſions, poured out 
before the throne, in behalf of thoſe hopeful 
young men, who are training up, on this 
foundation, for publick ſervice, will ſo im- 
preſs their tender minds, and give ſuch addi- 
tional weight to the faithful inſtructions of 
their reverend Tutor; that when they are 
called out to the great work for which they 
are deſign'd, they will tremble at the thought 
of ſo complying with the faſhion of the 
times, As to neglect, or betray that faith, 
which they are bound, by the moſt ſolemn 
engagements, to defend. To conclude, 
Thirdly, LET us all encourage our ſelves 


in the Lord; and take the advice in the text; _ 


and, with all faithfulneſs, meekneſs, and yet 
earneſtneſs, with all holineſs, courage,' and 
conſtancy, let us rive for the faith of the 
goſpel : let us not be terrified by the frowns 
of its adverſaries ; nor drawn off from the 
_ conteſt by their flatteries. We may, indeed, 
expect yet to meet with more difficulties, and 
ſtill greater oppoſition : but, let us always 
remember, that it is the beſt cauſe in the 
world; God is on our fide; and the diſpute. 
will ſoon be over; and Chriſt and his goſpel 
muſt, and will overcome. A few grapples- 
more with the prince of the power of the air, 
a few more ſtruggles with the enemies of the 
Faith of Jeſus, and of the ſpirit and power of 
TS An. „ 
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"Mo goſpel, a little more labour with our own. 
hearts, and a few more ſighs and groans ſent 
up to heaven, and the conflict will be at an 
end. And, when once the compleat victory 
is obtained, what unſpeakable pleaſure will 
ſucceed, to find our ſelves in a world where 
no corruption either in doctrine, or practice, 
can poſſibly enter? where, neither = VOICE. 
of the caviller, nor ſo mnch as the. whiſper, 
- of alt e from the old ſerpent, againſt 
divine revelation, ſhall ever reach our ears; 
nor the leaſt doubt concerning any of its 
doctrines ſhall, ever, ariſe in our hearts? The 7 
Faitb once delivered to the ſaints ſhall. then 
be no more the ſubject of diſpute and ridi- 
cule : and thoſe, who have ſubmitted. their 
carnal reaſonings to the authority of God's 
word, ſhall appear to have acted: the beſt 


and wiſeſt part, however their conduct is 


deſpis'd now. Bleffed be God, even, in this 
militant ſtate, we are not without ſuitable 
_ ſupports. to encourage our faithful perſeve- 
rance in the conflict. But, who can con- 
ceive what thoſe tranſporting j Joys are, which 
every victorious believer feels, when, having 
fought this good fight, and having finiſhed 
his courſe, he lays. hold on eternal life ? Or 
what tongue ſhall be able to deſcribe the 
glory of that day, when this whole army of 
conquerors, being gathered together, thall 
follow the triumphant captain of their al- 
vation, through ſhining crowds of ſhouting 
angels, who will line the ſtreets of the 
1 heay enly; 
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heave nly rufen on that great and * 
when they ſhall partake of the feaſt of victory, 
at the fame table with Patriarchs and Pro- 
phets, with Apoſtles and Martyrs, and with 
Chriſt himſelf ? when they ſhall” together 
drink of thoſe rivers of pleaſure, which run 


at the right hand of God for evermore l 3 and , 


ſittin When on the banks of thoſe , 
which make glad the city of God, Ahey 
ſhall there recount the labours, the dangers, 
and the falvations of time; the wonders of 


providence and of grace; and, then, "ſhalt 
8 = 


join the harmonious and eternal conſort 
cherubim and ſeraphim, and tune their harps. 
and tongues to the e Jorg of 22. 
ond of the Lomb". e 
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